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PREFACE 


The members of the Citizenship Committee of the Metropolitan School 
Study Council have spent considerable time in individual study and in com- 
mittee meetings searching for teaching practices which teachers use in the 
Council schools that help our boys and girls develop into good citizens. 
Many of the 12,000 teachers in the Council schools have contributed prac- 
tices which they have found to be of value in training our nation’s youth 
for citizenship responsibilities. These practices have been recorded in this 
committee report to the Metropolitan School Study Council. 


The time and effort spent in collecting these practices, the discussions 
entered into, and the responsibility entailed in making decisions have all 
been of great value to each member of the committee. Participating in this 
study as teachers and parents has made us more conscious of one of the 
most important objectives of our schools — Education for Citizenship. It is 
the hope of the committee that continuous use will be made of the knowledge 
which has been acquired in this undertaking, that our recorded efforts in 
this publication will be used in teaching situations by adaptable teachers, 
and that citizenship education will be set up as a continuous research prob- 
Jem of the Metropolitan School Study Council. 


To the local Boards of Education who have released teachers so that they 
might work on this project go the thanks of all of the committee members. 
To Dr. Lorne Woollatt and Don B. Matthews for the generous help and 
valuable suggestions go also the thanks of the committee. The committee 
has enjoyed its work and hopes that through it some small contribution has 
been made to the progress of education. 


Frank S. Foley 
Chairman for the Committee 
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FOREWORD 


This is one of twelve related reports. Together they make up the report 
resulting from the work in revising the Council’s 1944 book entitled wHaT 
SCHOOLS CAN DO, commonly referred to as the 101 Book. This revision work 
was carried on during the school years 1947-48 and 1948-49. It engaged 
the efforts of more than 5,000 staff members of Council schools. Each of 
the reports deals with a section or “Window” of the original book. 


Education is an integrated, unitary process. Nonetheless, it is a very com- 
plex process. In order to simplify the description of what good schools are 
doing, these twelve reports have followed the pattern of the original 101 
Book in presenting school activities as if they were viewed through twelve 
windows. 


Each report presents a different facet of the schools. It is as if we were 
looking into a school which had twelve windows, each of a different, color. 
For example, in Basic Skills the panes might be of pale green glass which 
would permit us to see only those activities concerned with reading, writing, 
arithmetic, and speech. We would be conscious that there were many other 
related activities concerned, but our attention would be fixed on the basic 
skills. Moving to the end of the school building we might look through a 
pale blue glass which would permit us to see only those activities of the 
school which were training pupils how to think (Report Number 3). 


Some of the twelve windows may be thought of as being along the side 
of the school and others at the end. Those along the side might be labeled 
“curriculum” and would include the following reports: 1. Basic Skills; 
2, Areas of Knowledge; 6. Health and Safety; 7. Education for Family 
Living; 8. The World of Work; 9. Civic Competence. The end windows 
might be considered as more intangible. They are 3. Teaching Pupils to 
Think; 4. Exploring Pupils’ Abilities; 5. Developing Character; 10. Re- 
gard for the Individual; 11. School and Community; 12. Staff. As a matter 
of fact, the latter two are more like skylights through which we might look 
down upon the other ten phases. 


It is the intention of our series of reports to present the whole picture of 
what is currently happening in good schools. Consequently the reader is 
warned that attention limited to less than twelve of the reports in this series 
is inadequate to reveal the total picture. 
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We wish to point out some of the inter- 
are merely examples and are not exhaus 


Teaching Pupils to Think 


relations among the reports. These 
3 . 
tive. 


(Report Number 3) has many contacts with 
other reports. Thinking is impossible without a grasp of the basic skills. 


It requires knowledge. The individual who has a broad grasp of knowledge 
and is equipped with the basic skills will do a far better job of clear, 
creative thinking than one who is less well-equipped. Good, clear thinking 
also requires that the thinker be in good physical, mental and emotional 
condition (see Reports 5 and 6). Thinking is necessary in the areas of 
family living, work experiences, and citizenship. Regard for the individual 


releases tensions which permit pupils іо do good thinking. A staff composed 
of persons who are observers and gui 


mately concern themselyes. 


gin with any report and develo 


P similar relationships to е 
‘other eleven. The reader is ы 


invited to attempt this for himself, 


Lorne Н. Woollatt 
Research Associate 


INTRODUCTION 


Development of citizenship with its privileges and duties is of utmost im- 
portance for the American school system. In the final analysis constructive 
citizenship is probably the goal toward which all public education is aimed. 
Personal competence of the individual is not enough. This personal com- 
petence must be developed in a dramatic setting. Narrow concepts of citizen- 
ship must be broken down. Today we are all citizens of the wide world. 
The interdependence of the peoples of this world must be realized. A wider 
scope of imagination must be developed. The avenue of world peace and 
cooperation must be explored. 


There is much that the schools can do to develop the viewpoint of inter- 
national understanding in our youth. The teachers in our schools use many 
different kinds of instructional material, devices, techniques, and practices 
to help establish a world-wide viewpoint. The good teacher applies many 
pedagogical precepts to develop an intellectual understanding of the prob- 
lems of the world. These problems will continue to challenge our youth in 
after-school years, but our schools are doing things which will make youth 
more competent to meet this challenge. Scattered throughout this report 
there are practices which help youth develop a concern about world under- 
standings, which lead to the hope that problems will not only be faced but 
that some solutions may be ready, too. 


Development of Good Citizens 


What type of training should people have to make them responsible demo- 
cratic citizens? Democracy is a way of life concerning itself with the rights 
and duties, the privileges and responsibilities of all men. People living in 
a democratic state should be ever cognizant of those peoples which are handi- 
capped by other ways of life. No one nation can ignore the cultures, habits, 
and ways of action of other people and still operate democratically. Is 
knowledge of history enough? Will discussion of citizenship problems pro- 
duce good citizens? Reading, discussion, and investigation are important to 
give knowledge and understanding, but these techniques alone will never 
develop a high degree of citizenship. Although rights and duties should be 
known and discussed, it is only by practice of desirable conduct that one 
becomes competent within the group. This can be attained through the 
participation of individuals working toward the solution of group problems. 
It rests upon the assumption that we learn by doing. 


Eight patterns of practice designed to develop citizenship are defined in 
the pages which follow. 
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Pattern 1, Knowledge and Understanding for Free Men, deals with the 
use of all available sources of civic knowledge. These include books, maga- 
zines, pamphlets, newspapers, reports, visual aids, community resources, 
contacts with citizens and elected officials. 


Pattern 2, Activities in the School Patterned after Adult Institutions, shows 
how better schools provide pupils with practice in the kinds of activities 
they will later undertake as citizens. By borrowing from existing adult forms 
of social and political action the schools have provided practical experiences 
in those modes of civic behavior which pupils will later use. 


It is not assumed that all problems of citizenship have been solved. Pat- 
tern 3, Creative Planning by Pupils in the fields of civic, economic and social 
relationships, is intended to help pupils develop skills and insights for solv- 
ing present problems. The schools are fostering creative planning by using 
pupils as a source of ideas for the im = 


4 provement of present civic conditions 
and using procedures which permit р 


upil evaluation of society. 


Pattern 4, Dealing with Live Problems, 
awareness of problems, a facility for unde 
for dealing with them through discussion. 


is concerned with developing an 
tstanding them, and a technique 


Cooperative Group Action is 
practical solution. Pattern 
developed within the enviro 


required on every problem that needs a 
5 presents examples showing how this may be 
nment of the school. 


te hPa op and test this growth, as described by the 
Citizenship is not 
Ес Тыр Р 18 not a problem for schools alone It is a concern of the 


illustration in this Teport is classified for use according 
hool leve 


most of the i i i 
use at other levels as well, he illustrations may be modified for 
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KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING 
FOR FREE MEN 


1. Schools should teach students to differentiate between objective subject 
matter and propaganda. 


Intelligent opinion must be based on facts. 


3. Intelligent opinion may be fruitless unless it leads to intelligent par- 
ticipation in affairs of the local, national and world community. 

Knowledge is essential in training citizens in a democracy, for everyone has 
the right to vote and hold office and must be prepared to undertake both of 
these important tasks. It is the job of the schools to provide opportunities for 
its practice. Better schools make use of books, pamphlets, newspapers, reports, 
magazines, visual aids, and direct contact with citizens and elected officials as 
sources of information pertaining to civic and social knowledge. 


Learning About Far Away Places 


Children from the second through the fifth grades are learning their lessons 
by handling foreign-made objects. Many small antiques from thirty-two for- 
eign nations are on exhibit. All of the pieces on display were lent by the 
parents in the neighborhood, one in which many residents are foreign-born 
or descendants of foreigners. On the classroom door is a sign, “Far Away 
Places.” From the articles, the children learn about foreign lands, and the 
teacher of the class has a globe on her desk on which foreign countries are 
located. (Elementary) 


Community Life 


In our school, students in grades three to six selected a subject dealing 
with community life. They then created a mural and built up a set of 
questions and answers based on the problem under discussion. Included 
were studies of economic, cultural, and recreational life; physical features, 
people of importance, history, industries and wild life. A story accom- 
panying each unit was developed from material gathered from various 
agencies, commissions, and bureaus. Children interviewed individuals, read 
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newspapers, pamphlets, and magazines, and went on field trips. They = 
town authorities and invited them to speak to the students. The mosi E 5 
teresting talk was given by the local game protector who made two ‘sa 
to answer the students’ questions. (Elementary 


United Nations Program 


Boys and girls from the fourth, fifth, and sixth grades celebrated United 


Nations Week with an enthusiastic presentation of their understanding of 
the organization. 


Fourth-graders came forward with suggestions for patterns of behavior 
suitable for children and adults with emphasis on understanding each other. 


Each brought a proverb which aptly expressed his thought. These proverbs 
were discussed and given much consideration. 


Fifth-graders worked together in presenting a choric selection which illus- 
trated their interpretation of the need for a United 
They became familiar with the names of the United 


Sixth-graders presented their findings regarding the organization and ac- 
complishments of the United Nations. This was dramatized in a skit in 
which the children discussed their research results at a Scout meeting. 

The children’s enthusiasm, effort, and willingness to learn about the United 
Nations is an indication of y 


what an elementary school can do to help each 
child become an understanding citizen of the world. 


Nations organization. 
Nations countries. 


(Elementary) 
Postmaster Cooperates 


A postmaster welcomes classes of 
takes them “behind the scenes, 
shows them the letters which y 
addresses, explains the postal 
and other phases of post-office 


children to his village post ofice. He 
” lets them watch the men sorting the mail, 
vill not find their destination because of poor 


savings department, the mone 


y order system, 
work. 


(Elementary) 
Know Your Community 


public buildings during a five-week period. A member was elected to con- 
tact the official in charge of each building to obtain permission and make 
arrangements before each visit, 


(Elementary) 
Tax Money 
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topic of this study was the matter of services rendered by the tax nickel. 


The class visited the city clerk who informed them that approximately 
45% of the money paid for local taxes returned to the school. This was 
indicated in a graph to show the value received. The question then arose as 
to whether the money spent in taxes for the operation and furtherance of 
education was more than if parents paid it directly in the form of tuition 
fees. The class wrote to private schools and received data. The comparison 
indicated that’it was decidedly cheaper to pay taxes than to send children 
to private schools. At the end of the unit, the pupils felt that they got 
more from the tax nickel than from any other nickel. (Elementary) 


Police Justice Cooperates 


A police justice of one village has been very cooperative about permitting 
teachers of seventh and eighth-grade classes to bring their students to visit 
his court room. He usually plans to hear a few cases of traffic violations, so 
that the children may see how this part of the work is carried out. He talks 
to the pupils telling them about the plan of the court room. He also explains 
why the famous judges, lawyers, and policemen whose pictures are on the 
walls should be remembered. (Junior High) 


Latin American Study 

One junior high school class studied the history, resources, and problems 
of Latin American countries through Pan-American Conference methods. 
Twenty pupils chose the study of the twenty Latin American republics. 
Others in the class took special topics such as “Possessions of Foreign Coun- 
tries,” “Indians,” “Pan-American Highway,” “Snake Farm,” and “Animals 
and Birds.” Each child made a complete study of his country or topic, 
organizing the material under headings. This was kept in a notebook or 
a “brief case” decorated, in the case of countries, with the coat-of-arms or 
flag. (Junior High) 


Community Study 


A community study was carried on by a seventh grade. For information 
about the early history of the town, class members went to homes of descend- 
ants of early residents, obtaining interesting information, old pictures, and 
relics of early days. For the town as it is today, class members interviewed 
outstanding citizens such as township committee members, fire chief, police 
chief, school principals, a librarian, and officials of the county. Trips were 
taken, some by committees, some by the entire class, to points of historical 
interest, to industries, to municipal buildings, and to newspaper publishing 
plants. Citizens of the community came to school and talked to the class oh 
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such subjects as How Welfare Fe 
in Olden Days, 
High Camera Cl 


deration Helps, Community Service, Town 
and Safety. Movies were taken and narrated by the a 
ub and shown at assembly. (Junior High) 


Social Studies Classroom Library 


A social studies classroom library consists of some 400 social studies vo 


umes and several thousand periodicals and pamphlets. In addition to sub- 
scriptions to current magazines, purchases include Town Meeting, Public 
Affairs pamphlets, and Building America. An old closet was converted into 
а bookroom. Shelves were built by the school carpenter and shop boys. 


1 filing cabinets house current materials. The librarian, who 


teaches an elementary course in library science, sends one of her students 
to care for this library. (General) 


Freedom Week Observance 
A Freedom Truck, loaded with 
the rounds of our schools during 1 


velopment Board, 
documents. These i 


4 а document of 1765, setting 


priceless local historic documents, made 
he week designated as Freedom Week by 
Every school child visited the truck and 
ern lands, ап 
a end, Ni o local and state history were 
prepare the children for their 


assembly programs, A report of how each grade 
prepared for Freedom Week was carefully described and sent to the local 
newspaper, 


(General) 
Fiesta of Nations 
Thirteen booths from as man ere tended by parents of like 


ancestry in a one-day fiesta for children and adults. The parents, dressed 
in native costume, explained the di dren who visited the 
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consciousness `of the valuable contributions made by all nations to our coun- 
try’s culture. World understanding was brought dramatically home to the 
people at least greater understanding of the achievements of Germany, 
France, Palestine, Great Britain, Greece, Mexico, Russia, Holland, Italy, 
Syria, Hungary, Poland, and China. _ (General) 


Learning to Collect Facts 


Although children have been exposed to the use of supplementary books 
in previous grades, the need for locating and using additional information 
from many sources continues to become greater after the fourth-grade level 
and requires, for its initial development, some definite plan or method. 


In‘a unit of study on the life of Belgian Congo natives, of which the un- 
derlying theme was “Man’s Adaptation to His Environment,” the whole class 
used the same book first for orientation. Then each child was given another 
text with the request that a list of facts be made from the second book which 
were not to be found in the first. The children treated the task as a game. 
Each child strove to obtain the greatest number of new facts. Each read 
his findings, which the others evaluated or criticized in terms of whether 
they were new or previously reported facts. 


The third step was the use of a variety of books —travel, fiction, history, 
geography, and encyclopedias — to find information on special topics related 
to the subject of Belgian Congo natives (for example, the life of David Liv- 
ingstone). The children wrote reports and read them to the class. Several 
children wrote about the same topic, each choosing his own source materials. 


(General) 
Host to. Foreign High School Students 


The Metropolitan School Study Council, comprised of seventy school sys- 
tems within the Metropolitan area of New York, has cooperated yearly with 
the New York Herald-Tribune and various airlines in an exchange of high 
school students. Guests have been from Latin American, Scandinavian, and 
Marshall Plan countries. Selected American students returned the visit to 
Latin America and Scandinavia. The visitors to America live in homes in 
Council communities and go to regular classes in Council schools during 
their stay of several weeks. Contact and free discussion is encouraged in 
homes, in schools, and in gatherings in the communities. We, in America, 
hear what our foreign guests think of their lands and of us and our ways of 
doing things. Our students come back full of reports of what is going on 
elsewhere. Through these close friendships formed with students from other 
lands Council students’ sympathies, fields of knowledge, tolerance, and un- 
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derstanding have been immeasurably broadened. Communities, too, have 
felt the impact of their visits and many adults in the communities have 


gained fresh interest in, and feeling of responsibility for, the schools in 
their own community. (Secondary) 


The School Program and World Living 


The student council, in cooperation with the English department, prepares 
and distributes material on atomic energy to local study groups. This is an 


effort to relate the school program to the more recent scientific develop- 
ments as they affect the world of today. (Secondary) 


Democratic Living 


The classes of one teacher in the history department are responsible for 
one monthly meeting of the Hi 


Story Club each year. The March meeting 
this year was truly representative of our city which can well be described 
as a “melting pot” of all races and nationalities. The theme of the program 


was Democracy. Students told of the contributions of the groups which they 


Three students who are refugees from Europe illustrated the value of 


ў 4 me time іп a concentration camp 
where е was put to work in the wood Products factory. Hard work and 
beatings were plentiful and food was sc 

could he leave for America. 


After hearing about these experiences, the students of our school appre- 
ciate their fortunate position and know exactly what living in a democratic 
country means. 


(Secondary) 


П 


ACTIVITIES IN THE SCHOOL PATTERNED 
AFTER ADULT INSTITUTIONS 


1. Young citizens should understand the political and social institutions 
with which they will work as adults. 


2. These social and political institutions will be more readily understood 
if they are observed in action and, on the basis of this observation, 
evaluated. 


3. Maximum understanding and value may be gained by adapting adult 
institutions to the school scene for actual practice in modes of civic 
behavior. 


Еуегу pupil should be induced to assume personal responsibility as a neces- 
sary requisite to the preservation of our democratic way of life. The “Jearning 
by doing” philosophy may be applied through modeling school activities on 
adult patterns. Pupil participation may involve elections, collections of dues, 
discussions of policy and determination of procedures. Elections which follow 
the pattern of municipal, county, and state elections help ‘pupils understand 
the operation of democratic government. ч 


Some adult institutions, e.g., court or senate, may be set up in facsimile in 
the school for training purposes. Through this laboratory situation pupils may 
gain skills and insights into the way our institutions function in real life. 


School Store 
rganization designed to meet 


15 as are not supplied by 
perates the school 


The school store is a non-profit cooperative © 
the needs of the boys and girls for such materia 
the school or by the community stores. The fourth grade о 
store and all pupils have a chance to sell, keep accounts, deposit money at 
the office and deal with other children. The managers and committees order 
supplies from a salesman who comes to school. They unpack them upon 
receipt, determine the sales price of each item, and see that the shelves are 
properly stocked and arranged. It is the responsibility of the clerks to open 
and close on time, also to see that the key and money box are in the right 


place. The store records are audited by a school auditing committee. 
(Elementary) 
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Building a Town 


As one of our units of work thi 
about the schools, 


what work was саг: 


8 year we are building a town. We a 
town hall, and post office. In each case, we found а 
tied оп in each building, who chose the people to do : 
work, and where the money came from to do the work. In the case н 
schools, it was an excellent Opportunity to stress the need for taking a 

of supplies, of preserving materials and school property since this really 


А ‘bilities the 
belongs to all of us. This led to a discussion of what н 
citizens have in Tunning a town. (Elemen 


Elementary School Elections 

The elementary school council holds elections that are much the same = 
adult elections. The children must secure a given number of signatures on 
а nomination writ. A real campaign of posters, slogans, and speeches is 
carried on before election day at school. This council, from si me 
through the sixth grade, has Tepresentatives from each class who meet ы 
а teacher and the principal every two weeks to discuss school policy an 
practices. These representatives serve for one semester, Parliamentary pro- 
cedure is observed as far as possible with 50 young a group. (Elementary) 
Classroom Milkmen 


: Р 18 in charge of keeping the accounts of the money Te- 
ceived for milk and the delivery of milk to the classroom according to а 
distribution chart 


week. This is quite a respon- 


(Elementary) 
Practices in Civic Government 


Discussions are good but ex 
тоот was transformed into а 
desk a house. Streets were 


Periences are better, 


town, Groups of desk: 
named, hou, 


Our second-grade class- 
8 made blocks and each 


» 8 policeman, a fireman, and a 
d regularly by the council and the citizens. We 
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community, At the end of the year the children were more thoughtful and 
responsible young citizens because they had formed good habits. 
(Elementary) 


Agenda for Meetings 


Throughout the school year the grades have general meetings at regular 
intervals. The officers learn the necessity for planning in conducting a good 
meeting and a planned agenda is drawn up beforehand. The meeting is 
conducted according to parliamentary rules, The officers and classes prac- 
tice what they have been taught formally in school. Both officers and class 
members gain experience in talking before a group larger than their ordinary 
classes. (General) 


Home Room Organization 


Our home room is organized with student officers. Election campaigns are 
held each semester. Nominating petitions are received. Students register and 
vote on prepared ballots. Officers help with many of the home room func- 
tions and carry out any regulations adopted by the home room group. The 
mayor, who is in direct charge of the home room, acts as judge of the stu- 
dent court. The clerk keeps attendance, minutes of meetings and court pro- 
ceedings. The treasurer collects money, which the students are called upon 
frequently to contribute, and records all financial transactions. The sheriff 
maintains order and may swear in deputies. He may serve summonses or 
make arrests. He serves as prosecuting attorney at court hearings. Mimeo- 
graphed summons forms are used by the arresting officer. The class voted 
against secret detectives. The health commissioner checks the ventilation and 
neatness of the room. He also is in charge of the work detail. The recrea- 
tion commissioner is in charge of any home room parties or affairs. A jury 
is chosen by lot from home room members. Ейһег party in the trial may 
challenge any prospective juror. The court of appeal is the home room 
teacher who may not reverse a trial decision, but may judge the sentence as 
too heavy or require a new trial. This office is not used very often. 


Once when an appeal by a student stated that his offense was committed 
outside the home room, the students voted that any offense that reflected 
upon the home room could be tried in the home room court. (General) 


Bicycle Supervision 


Five bicycle courts located throughout our community pass judgment on 
offenders of town and state laws governing cycling. The local police issue 
summonses to cycling violators and the schools are responsible for the en- 
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ram 
forcement of penalties imposed by the courts. Three features of the he ts 
are noteworthy. Young boys and girls receive training by serving i be 
F й Хэв 

bicycle courts. Bicycle schools are held on Saturday morning to give in: 


i ої ion 

tion in proper cycling and mechanics of the bicycle. Proper aoe 
п 
of all bicycles is required. (Ge 


Hall of Fame 

Inspired by a visit to New York University’s Hall of Fame, коби 
developed а class Hall of Fame to promote citizenship. Ten pupils w Ь 
chosen on the basis of citizenship and scholarship. Plaques for them ie 
leled the photographs of ten members of the New York University Ha 7 
Fame. (General) 


School Betterment League 


А i t 
Our school has recently gone through a school-wide election for presiden! 
of the School Bettermen 


t League with all the machinery of a real Eem: 
Delegates from all classes form the Betterment League. In the past 
body selected 


: П 
its own president, but it recently amended its laws so that a 
pupils could participate in the 


Presidential election. The Betterment League 
nominated two candidates from six names that were submitted from the 
classes, Each candidate selected a campaign manager and a committee to 
help him run his campaign. The school blossomed with pictures, posters, 
placards, and banners of both candidates. There were speeches over the 

on the playground, and in the assemblies. 


А 4 r 
to come and present their views and answe 
Parades were held. 


poll closed at 2:30 P, М., a tall 


on the school radio with a special broadcast, 


he winning candidate went 
mechanics of government and also what makes g 


Students learned about the 
Overnment work. (General) 
Fair Play in Campaigns 


The annual election of оће 
а lively interest amone 


presented with a problem 
A loyal and enthusiastic 
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adult supporter of one of the candidates treated students to gifts. The stu- 
dent council registered an immediate vote of protest. 


A pupil committee appointed to study the problem submitted the follow- 
ing recommendations which are now accepted procedures. It was decided 
that there should be no individual money expenditures on the part of any 
candidate and that a fund of 25 cents from the student council treasury 
should represent each candidate’s campaign fund. The major emphasis is 
thus placed on the cleverness and ingenuity of campaign managers and the 
candidates. Competitive fair play is maintained _and=eregtive ability en- 
couraged. 


Community Welfare Fund Aided by St 


Administrators, teachers, pupils, and рагепі № the constant 
and repeated drives and demands for collection رو‎ competition, 
wear and tear, and emotional upheaval have alwayS“beerra source of great 


irritation. To prevent this great waste, our student council meets with the 
community welfare secretary who discusses in detail the needs met by the 
Community Chest fund. The student council each year prepares a budget of 
its anticipated needs for the year. The budget is submitted to all the children 
for their approval. The students report to their advisory groups and then 
handle solicitations for our school community chest. The students make 
pledges, just as adults do, based on their understanding of the community 
needs and their own financial ability. This system, operated largely by the 
pupils and teacher advisors, results in a regular assessment of ten cents per 
month per pupil. From this treasury, amounts are allocated to Red Cross, 
infantile paralysis and cancer funds, and other worthy causes. Regular 
shows, such as movies, glass-blowers, magicians, and string quartets are 
scheduled and admission is charged. This arrangement is logical and pain- 
less. It is supported 100% by the pupils who help raise and spend the 
money. This has caused a remarkable improvement, favored by both teachers 
and parents, and has helped pupils learn about giving, budgeting, and 
spending. (General) 


Banking at School 


Each Wednesday our banking project goes into action in the elementary 
classes. A committee of porters sets up the room as a bank with tables and 
chairs appropriately arranged for the student tellers. A group of messengers 
bring children from the kindergarten and primary grades and notify the 
other classes that it is time to bank, thus keeping the numbers well distributed. 
The porters keep a notation of the number of children in class, the number 
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banking, and then figure the per cent that bank. A banner is бк ж ы 
the week to the class having the highest per cent. Ushers = гүүн sh 
keep the tellers supplied with student customers, and to see t 2 pupil 
move along rapidly. Simple banking procedures are followed. Қас T 
has a pass book and a deposit slip. The teller counts the money, 2 oe 
the data, and initials the record page. A record of the transaction is es 
and given to the bookkeeper who works simultaneously with 2% сийн 
These two records ас! as a counter check when this pair of students bala 54 
the transactions at the end of the banking period. A checker looks at эрт 
child’s bank book before he leaves the room, checks the items recorde 
the teller, and sees that the total amount is correct. Any mistakes are аа 
to the young woman who is present from the savings bank which Serves t : 
school. All sums are placed on deposit in a nearby bank. The habit я 
depositing regularly is stressed rather than the amount of deposit. All w 4 
bank regularly every week are given special recognition at the Honor Давс 
bly in June. (Gener 
Sharing Responsibility in Shop 

We encourage boys to act like 


sibility. If a bo 


finishing-room foreman, 
a boy is given a job to 
the end of the period in 


n 
lumber-room foreman, and safety foreman. Whe 


rogress may be continued during the 
» build shelves, fix machines, and repair 
т the cafeteria and desks for the class 
meaning of democratic group action. 


(General) 


» the president is in ch 
committees and committee chairme: 


entirely by children, Several 
regular organizations, 
president who assigns are reports on various topics. After 
reports are given, 


n the various с] 
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on such points as posture, enunciation, interest of topic, English, and choice 
of words. The children learn to accept this criticism and to profit by it. 
(General) 


Citizenship Service Recognized 


To accord recognition to the students who have served ably on the many 
school committees — corridor, lunch room, traffic, fire, courtesy, and stage 
lighting committees — and to recognize those students who have shown them- 
selves to be good citizens, we planned a get-together in our cafeteria. This 
was arranged as a banquet hall for the occasion. The president of the stu- 
dent council presided at the speakers’ table. Guests included the former 
student council president, the supervising principal, the principal, the officers 
of the Р. Т. А., and a citizen who gave the keynote address. The theme of 
the banquet stressed what citizenship training means to the community now 
and in the days ahead. 5 (General) 


Campaigning in an Election 


During the time of a major national or state election our social study 
classes hold a pre-election rally at school. Students bring posters, buttons, 
campaign songs, slogans, pictures of candidates, campaign speeches, and 
party platforms. Several students volunteer or are selected to represent the 
candidates of the different parties. These students prepare short speeches 
stressing some of the main ideas of the candidate and giving reasons why 
this candidate should be elected. A straw vote is taken in the class and stu- 
dents are asked to watch election returns to see how close their poll coin- 
cides with the official returns. (General) 


Youth Week 


The mayor, the YMCA secretary, and the local service clubs combine to 
sponsor Youth Week. Five student commissioners are selected. The state 
law on city elections is followed. Each person running for office files a 
regular petition with fifty student signatures. By law no parties are allowed, 
but groups with common aims and slogans can and have been formed in 
high school. Publicity through posters, newspaper articles, and banners has 
been encouraged. A political rally in the style of a forum is held before 
the entire school. The candidates give their ideas and answer questions put 
to them by the audience. An election board committee composed of the 
campaign managers and volunteers from social studies classes is formed. 
This committee sets up the election rules and runs the automatic machines 
on election day. The government of the town is placed in the hands of 
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students who have been nominated and elected b А 
appoint the engineer, the fire chief, police chief, mayor, town clerk, an 

other officers. These students meet with the local officials and conduct a 
council meeting. The students and city officials become acquainted with the 
problems of the community in meeting together. (Secondary) 


у the student body. They 


Classroom Congress 


For successful high school teachi 


ng of contemporary problems we have 
organized our classes as a model С 


ongress run by the students themselves. 


One of two classes may be designated to act as the Senate while the other 
serves as the House of Representatives, 


dent. Each class ch 
of standing committi 
education, 
legislators, 


Bills are introduced, referre; 


foreign affairs, military affairs, 
developing among the student 
ers being selected by caucuses. 


d to committees, reported back to the House or 
ents, 


county prosecutor helped with 


5 г the prosecution, The students gained first 
hand experience in court room procedures, 


History Re-acted 
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States. Each group presents its diverse plans and gradually compromises 
are developed. The students gain a greater appreciation of the basic law of 
our land when they realize the struggle and obstacles that had to be over- 


come to secure the drafting of the Constitution. (Secondary) 


Student Council Procedures 


On the day preceding a council meeting the president, vice-president, and 
secretary, with the faculty advisor, discuss briefly the high points of the 
forthcoming meeting. This includes important announcements, items of un- 
finished business, the names of visitors whom the president will introduce, 
and their purpose in attending the meeting. On the morning of the meeting 
the president announces over the public address system the time and place 
of the meeting and invites each of the councilmen to bring one visitor. 
Visitors are invited from a different grade each week. Since seats and desks 
are movable, a committee arranges a seating plan that is conducive to dis- 
cussion. Seats are usually placed around a circular table with the president 
presiding. 


Regular fifty-minute meetings are conducted by the president and are 
held weekly. Parliamentary procedure is used. School problems are dis- 
cussed freely. Often committees are appointed to investigate matters for 
which more time is required. These committees report findings and recom- 
mendations at the next regular meeting. Important matters are not acted 
upon by the council until representatives have had an opportunity for dis- 
cussion in home rooms. Each council representative keeps a notebook on 
proceedings. Council officers are elected in the following manner. A nomi- 
nating committee consisting of three councilmen-at-large, one officer, the 
school principal, and the faculty sponsor prepare а slate of officers prior 
to the last meeting in June at which time nominations from the floor are in 
order. A formal election follows. Officers serve for a one-year term. 


(Secondary) 


Citizens Keep Informed 


The students are made to feel that a citizen’s job in a democracy does 
not end with election day. After citizens have voted for their representatives, 
it is the job of citizens to watch to see that their representatives sponsor the 
kind of measures that the citizens back home wish. During the year the stu- 
dents in one American history class followed the brief column in the New 
York Times entitled “The Day in Congress.” They were able to follow the 
bills that were being introduced and debated. If students felt strongly one 
way or another about any bill, they notified their representatives in the 
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House and Senate through personal letters or post cards. They also watched 
the voting record of their Tepresentatives to see if they had voted the way 
the students preferred or whether they had neglected t 
This practice develops an alert, vi 
ernment. 


о vote on an issue. 
gilant citizen for our representative gov- 
(Secondary) 

Knowledge is Tested by Action 
Our school system instituted an adult election system for the high school 
students. Each October two complete slates of nominees for class officers 
and class representatives to the student council are chosen by the students. 
For one week a vigorous campaign is carried on by these candidates who 
utilize the school public address system as well as the usual electioneering 
stunts of posters, rallies, and soap box speech making. Before election day 
three voting machines are brought in and each student is given ample oppor- 
tunity to learn how to vote and to split his ticket if desired. When the big 
day arrives the machines are set up, one for each class and each with its 
two slates of hopeful candidates. Two challengers are appointed by each 
Rae body flocks to the polls. At the end of the day 
the Principal opens the machines in the presence of representatives of the 
nt is made. (Secondary) 


General Organization Functions 


Эн Пе Means of the maiori ts. Ad- 
mission to all athletic events а oe ЭЛЕ eet 


not compete with the Village 
such as the school song, 
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worked out plans for such matters. The sale of bonds and stamps goes on 
all the time, with special emphasis at the times of special drives. Home 
room representatives manage the collection of clothes for the needy, collec- 
tion for the National War Fund, the March of Dimes, and other such matters. 
By an ever-growing skill in such things, by a little friendly rivalry, but with 
no inter-room competition, all those collections һауе been put over the top 
with marked success. 


Тһе С. 0. sponsored Can Dances for the Salvation Army. Good music 
was furnished either through the school dance band or through records; ad- 
mission consisted of the donation of a can of food; the result was a good 
time and a worthy collection. This past fall a magazine subscription drive 
was carried out by the G. O. to secure a war memorial. The P. T. A. has 
sponsored a series of Friday night dances at the school and the G. O. has 
assisted these in many ways. One year the G. О. conducted the school scrap- 
drive. This year one of the clubs took over this duty. As soon as the G. O. 
finds a club or school group willing to undertake an activity it may have 
suggested, it turns that business over immediately. Thus it serves to some 
extent as a coordinating body. 


The activities which the officers of the General Organization undertake in 
the fall are based on suggestions carefully made and written in their record 
book the preceding spring by the students who know best the most immediate 
needs of the school. (Secondary) 


Service Club 


The service club, consisting of volunteer members from each home room, 
meets once weekly. The purpose of the group is to be of service to the 
individual students and to the school whenever possible and whenever needed. 

Some of the activities for which the service club has been responsible in- 
clude sponsoring afternoon dances and movies, holding pawn sales of lost 
articles, sending get-well cards to students who have been absent for an 
extended period of time, delivering books to students who have been absent 
for long illnesses, taking charge of Thanksgiving food baskets for needy 
families, Christmas boxes for soldiers, and receiving Red Cross contributions. 


(General) 


Accounting for Dues 


Class dues are collected by home room treasurers who report their col- 
lections to the class treasurer and have their receipt books audited by this 
individual. The names of the students who have paid dues are then put on 
a master collection sheet which must balance with the money turned in by 
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the class treasurer to the credit о 
the dues from the master collecti 
the student activity fund file is р 
by the students. 


Ғ this particular class. The recording of 
on sheet to the individual student card in 
art of the procedure that is also conducted 
(Secondary) 


Discipline Committee 


The discipline committee of five members is comprised of the president 
of each of the following: h 


Сота] ases brought up concern disagree- 
nd from school, in assembly, and 
and the offender are written ир. 
committee which decides whether 
mmends punishment. In cases of 
1 is needed. The faculty advisor 
: е purpose of this committee is to 
improve school discipline. (Secondary) 


Ш 
CREATIVE PLANNING BY PUPILS 


1. Opportunities for discussion of society's present practices in the field 
of citizenship broaden civic knowledge. 


2. The scientific evaluation of civic practices observed or discussed 
develops critical thinking. 


3. Practice in inventing potential solutions to present problems fosters 

creative planning by pupils. 

Сіуіс education is more than a study of political philosophies. It is the in- 
yention of possible solutions to present civic problems. Teachers have the 
obligation of providing pupils with practice in the scientific evaluation of so- 
ciety. A natural step beyond that is the encouragement of ideas that may prove 
to be the answers to some of society’s inequalities and inconsistencies. 


The civic problem most vital to the child is that of the educational system 
itself. Often the public proves a valuable source of ideas’ for the improvement 
of educational procedures. The pupil, even closer to these processes, should 
be encouraged to contribute ideas for betterment. 

Under a teacher skilled in ethical guidance, pupils can develop a social con- 
sciousness and carry it to a point where the ideas are of future worth. Such 
pupils will have acquired poise from long practice and will possess the courage 
necessary to attempt social reforms. 


Constructing a Model City 

scussion to find out about 

schools, and amusements. 

the best principles which 

make plans and pictures. 

lasses were invited to the 
(Elementary) 


Our class spent much time in research and di 
city government, locations of homes, industries, 
The class decided to construct a city representing 
they had discovered. Committees were set up to 
Then the city was constructed of clay and other с 
unveiling ceremonies. 


Decorating the Library 

arian asks the children to decorate 
k which they think worthwhile 
This practice gives the 


Frequently during the year the libr: 
the library and to display any of their wor 
and which will be of interest to the other classes. 
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children a feeling of being important members of the эрээн also 
і і i i ti tistic ability. 

gives them an opportunity to exercise their creative ar isl Тэн Р, 
Safety Council 


In each of our schools we have a safety council which holds joint ше 
ings with the councils of all the schools several times a year. One o 2. 
latest activities of this inter-school council is the preparation of a ва ж. 
movie designed to show children the safe way to work and play as т 
citizens, during school hours as well as after school hours. Once ын a 
year the safety council organizes a program of checking all the 22 
bicycles for safety and giving each child a safety riding test. (Elementary 


Building Worthwhile Attitudes 

Our class has been on the lookout all year for items to share in ин 
which fit under the tide “Children in the News.” This is not a single 
assignment so any opening exercise may find a child ready with a report. 
Many reports lead to discussions of social values. Opinions of students 
are sought. If a satisfactory solution to the problem cannot be agreed upon 
opinions outside of school are obtained. Many worthwhile attitudes are built. 


(Elementary) 
Clean-up Campaign 


Community living became a real life experience when members of our 
school took part in the 


town-wide Paul Bun 
debris left by the winter storms, 
became veritable Paul Bunyans, 
became a model of neat 


У. A daily record of citizen- 
who have a perfect record for 
Tegardless of scholastic record. 
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Accordingly, a notebook was given to the president of the class who 
presented it at the end of each lesson to the teacher for that period. The 
teacher wrote a comment on class citizenship including names of those 
who had been outstanding either for good or poor citizenship. At the end 
of the month three members of the class received citizenship awards made 
on a home printing press by two boys in the class. (Elementary) 


Students and Teachers Exchange Places 


Though teachers attend, the students are the instructors of all classes 
during the annual Student Day. The students who are to be instructors are 
selected by a Board of Education, composed of representatives of the 
faculty and the Student Betterment Committee. Members of the student 
faculty are selected from recommended applicants from the tenth grade in 
this school system, which has a K6-4 organization plan. Before the selection 
of a student teacher a careful survey is made of his qualifications. Not only 
the teachers’ jobs but those of principal, office staff, and custodian are 
assumed by the students. Student Day is not а day of fun and hilarity 
but a day that puts serious responsibility on those chosen for the school 


staff. It is a day of training in a life situation and is regarded as such at 
the school. (General) 


Standards Set by Class 


With the teacher’s guidance every clas К i Ч 
make for congenial living in the classroom. When children help to m e 
and understand the rules, and at times break one of them, they learn that 


they are disciplining themselves and that the teacher as a person 15 1 
the cause of student misbehavior. Thus there is never resentment or rebel- 
(General) 


lion against the adult. 


s has set its’ own standards that 


Student Council Research Committee 


The student research committee is set UP for the purpose of investigating 
the functioning of the student council and studying the Эн and 
procedures used by other schools. This committee recommends changes 
and improvements in the workings of the student council. It meets опсе 
each week after school. Research problems 816 assigned by the executive 
committee of the student council, sometimes by the superintendent, and 
occasionally by other members of the faculty. All шань are first 
approved by the executive committee. The students write to of er schools 
asking for information about how problems are handled. Questionnaires 
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relating to the problems help to survey the attitudes of the student мын 
‘Tt usually takes a semester, sometimes a whole year, to develop a а 
factory solution to a problem. When the committee is ready, it rep = 
to the executive committee and later to the student council. The pe 

votes on the recommendations which the research committee has made. 


2 ЗЇЙГ itted 
Finally the report, along with recommendations of the council, is poh 
to the principal for approval. (Secon 


Presenting Civic Viewpoints 


ir 
The Optimist Club in town invited high school boys to speak at thei 


meeting. The boys were asked to present their views on the teagan 
and obstacles they encounter in everyday life in their city. They en 
five minute talks on the subject. To help prepare them the boys шир 
class discussions so that different viewpoints and reactions might 
presented. 


(Secondary) 


Debating Vivisection 


good results to the human race, 


(General) 


Social Planning 


Six intelligent but mischievous boys were challenged to work out a 
scheme for a World Order. These boys are good economic and history 
students. 8 


ideas. They consulted with 
even wrote to higher 
inally, from a simple 
У complex problem which included such things 
as abolition of tariffs, reali nal boundaries in Europe, the 
education of peoples under 


the new order, the creation of an International 
Labor Organization, and an 


International Е 


ritten. Тһе rig! 
convey the right meaning and stil] not exceed the record’s size. These 
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records were played before the history classes, after which the students 
in the classroom blasted away with questions which had to be answered. 
The boys had to be consistent; they had to defend their position; they 
had to be convincing. Finally, they presented their ideas to a regular 
meeting of the P. T. A. (Secondary) 


A Bill of Duties 


For several years our schools have carried on interesting citizenship 
projects. One of the most effective plans used was the writing of a Bill 
of Duties by the pupils of all the schools from grades one through twelve. 
The final code is a result of a city-wide project in which every pupil in 
the city had a part. The code below was agreed upon by the schools and 


copies of the same have been framed and placed in every class room in 
the city. (Secondary) 


A BILL OF DUTIES 


н is my duty as а good citizen: 

To be honest, fair, kind, and cooperative with people everywhere. 

To show respect for those in authority and to obey cheerfully the laws of 
our land. 

To keep healthy and to practice safety rules at all times. 

To respect both public and private property. 
To worship God, to attend my church, and 
of others, 

To be thrifty in the use of time, money, and materials. 

To be dependable and to have the courage to do what is right. 
To do my best to get a good education. 

To be clean in thought, word, and deed. 

To be loyal to my country. 
(Prepared by the boys and gir 
1945, and used by permission of the Youngstown, 
С. Bunn, Superintendent.) 


to respect the religious beliefs 


eee RE 


Is of the Youngstown, Ohio, Public Schools— 
Ohio, Public Schools, Paul 


Measuring School Spirit 


The students and teachers planning together invented the Spiritometer 
to measure school spirit. In this particular instance the device was used 
to promote the sale of season basketball tickets. Grades seven through 
twelve were represented by spiritometers on а large chart displayed in 
the foyer of the school. As а grade reported ticket sales, the results were 
immediately transferred to the Spiritometer. This competitive element 
appeals to the students. The technique can be used to foster any drives 
or movements and need not be confined to money matters. The same 
purpose may be achieved оп а cooperative basis when the individual 
efforts and reports of different classes are combined to form a single 
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reading on one Spiritometer. A Spiritometer of this type lessens the com- 
petitive spirit which produces unity of action in the entire school. 


(Secondary) 
Judging Good Advertising 


In discussing radio in general, pupils questioned the validity of radio 
advertising. The result of this discussion was an extensive study of consumer 
products. Pupils learned to judge good and poor advertising and products. 
They learned where products came from and what ingredients were used 


in their manufacture. A radio program based on their new knowledge was 
prepared and shared with an adult audience. (General) 


Student Creed 


A committee of the stude 


nt council prepared the following student creed 
which the council adopted: 


посл ВВ school, I believe that the reputation 


pect as a member of the student body depend 
upon my attitude and behavior, 1 shall attempt at all times: 

To exhibit good manners, good speech, good sportsmanship, and friend- 
liness toward all. 


To strive for high scholastic standing and to support school activities 
to the best of my ability, 


To honor, respect, and cooperate with my school, my teachers, my fellow 
students, and my communit 


Therefore, 


may the experience of my four years at the... 
school be alw 


ays an inspiration for better citizenship. 


(Secondary) 
Leadership Development 


from this appearance in public. М 
lead assemblies. In this way approximately forty students are given an 
opportunity for leadership. (Secondary) 


IV 


DEALING WITH LIVE PROBLEMS THROUGH 
DISCUSSION TECHNIQUES 


1. The use of classroom discussion techniques assists in the identifi- 


cation of live problems. 
2. Discussion of the problem helps to stimulate thinking. 


3. Discussion aids the development of skill in the analysis of issues, 
fosters respect for the opinions of others, and assists in the recognition 
of propaganda and falsehood. 

seful device in citizenship training. It 

stimulates thinking about live issues. It develops skill in identifying problems, 

in analysis, criticism, and understanding. It promotes an exchange of views, 
and a decent respect for the opinions of others. It demands participation. It 
assists in the recognition of propaganda and falsehood. It develops the ability 


to think through a problem, and to act upon the decision that has been made. 
It is a technique that is used daily by persons in all walks of life. It is the 


chief way by which we learn what others are thinking. 


The discussion technique is а Ч 


our own the people rule, there is need 


for alert, intelligent citizens who are aware of, and interested in, the political, 
economic and social problems of the day. There is need for men and women 
who are prepared to make decisions upon important public questions, and to 
vote intelligently for candidates for public office. 


Because in a democratic country like 


ple in the art of thinking, and makes for 

insist upon taking effective action to 
This method usually results in a group 
f the group could evolve. 


2 Practice in discussion trains peo 
informed, intelligent citizens who will 
meet the great problems of our time. 

idea better than what any one member o! 


Training in Behavior 

Our kindergarten has movable desks and chairs. We often put our desks 
in a circle where everyone can see the others and discuss problems and 
their solutions. One problem discussed was learning to hold the door 
open for those following us. After an extensive discussion, we came to 
the conclusion that one child should never hold the door open for the 
whole class. We decided that each member should hold it until the one 
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behind him had hold of the door. In this way it would become an estab- 
lished habit. (Elementary) 


Good School Manners 


The first-grade group has recognized the need for good school заа 
We have built good school manners through group discussion. Each chi 
is making an illustrated book on good manners. This book will be use 


as a resource for an assembly program at which time the children Ж 
dramatize each of the good manners discussed. (Elementary 


Better Manners Club 


A “Have Better Manners Club” 
elected serve one month, Children 
manners to be improved. Signs are 
given to the other groups. 
manners. An assembly pro, 


has been organized and the officers 
in club meetings discuss particular 
made. Little plays are written and 
Parties are held to practice various desirable 
gram has been given by the children. 

(Elementary) 
Class Discussion on Good Citizenship 


All classes in the school have their own class organization in which the 
daily problems of group living are discussed. Common topics for discus- 
sion are how we can be more friendly to new people, how we can be more 
courteous to shop-keepers in town, how we can make the school flower 
garden more attractive, and how we can share our playground equipment. 
Through discussing these topics, the children learn the importance of 
living happily with others, (Elementary) 
Improving Cafeteria Manners 


Due to a need for reorganization of lunch тоот procedure, two parents, 
the Director of Health and Safety Education, representatives from each 
class, and three teachers met with the Principal to discuss the problem 
and to formulate plans for j i 1 A system of hosts 
and hostesses was organized 


to correct table manner. 
eating habits, see that refuse 


р beyond class or even large-group discussion. 
The students were made to feel that their opinions were valuable. They 


““Why do you do this?” and told him he was giving 
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went into the adult world, working with adults, not just under their guidance. 
Although this was an experimental movement, plans were formulated 
and approved and a better lunch room procedure was evolved. (Elementary) 


Organizing A Campaign 


A third grade had charge of the collections for the March of Dimes in 
the elementary school. Growth in thinking ability was apparent. To 
organize the campaign the pupils analyzed the situation and listed things 
they might do. They found how many children were in the school and, 
on the basis of an expected dime contribution from each, worked out 
the school quota. They collected dimes each day and estimated how many 
new folders they would need for the next day. They chose what they 
considered their best argument, so they could make an announcement 
over the public address system. Every phase of the campaign called for 
analysis, organization and problem-solving. The success of this project 
is shown by the fact that they exceeded their quota and handled all records 


and information correctly. (Elementary) 


Discussion Leads to Action 


Students of the junior high school decided they wanted a social club 
with activities similar to those provided by the Town Board of Recreation 
for senior high school students. With the help of two mothers, a committee 
from the classes called a meeting of the religious and educational leaders 
of the community. The boys and girls presented their ideas. After an 
evening of lively discussion it was decided to bring the matter before the 
P.T.A. After discussion by this group а committee was appointed to 
approach the board of recreation regarding the establishing of a junior 
social club. The Board of Recreation was delighted to cooperate. Asa 
result a junior social club was established. (General) 


Discussion Fosters Responsibility 


When one of the boys in our class began to have a reputation for 
cussion to include him and 


being troublesome, the teacher arranged a dis 1 : 
those children who had suffered because of him. The children asked him, 
the class a bad 


name. Since the teacher wanted the boy to realize that his relationship 
to the group was more important and that his conduct involved more 
than just his relationship with her, she stepped out of the discussion at 
that point. As a result of the discussion, һе made some promises to the 
others and his behavior improved. (Elementary) 
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Students Interview Strikers 


The strike situation became a live issue to sixth-graders when a local strike 
started in the community. The children interviewed the strikers, asked why 
they were striking, and how they were being paid. They then turned their 
attention to the larger strikes in the country. They arranged newspaper 
clippings about strike issues on the bulletin board and kept the clippings 
up to date. Words such as labor, capital, labor unions, and arbitration be- 
came a part of their vocabulary. They discussed the issues at home and 
voiced their opinions freely, often taking opposite sides in debating with 
their parents. Above all, they learned how to look at both sides of any 
strike issue. к (General) 


Pupils Develop Initiative 

In a social studies class 
guid 
the 


» each day a different pupil acts as chairman, 
ing the class in giving and discussing news of the day. Following this 
chairman introduces a challenging question to the class for frank and 
open discussion. The question is not known in advance, so pupils cannot 
give opinions voiced by others, but are obliged to think for themselves. 


. (General) 


Bulletin Board Utilization 


The bulletin board is used to create problem awareness. Groups studying 
a problem bring in clippings for dis 


play. Students coming across inter- 
esting books or articles on problems type them on cards and post them. 
Committees are assigned to be on the lookout for special problems as they 
appear in the papers. One group keeps the class posted on community 
meetings and forums which can be attended. Students who can draw 
artoon or picture fashion. (General) 
Roundtable on Democracy 


visualize problems in с 


To bring about a better understanding of democracy on the part of ninth- 
grade pupils and to provide an 


interesting program, we decided on а 
roundtable discussion, based on Such questions as “What does democracy 
mean to you?” “Where did you get your ideals about democracy?” We 
began with a brief introduction to the topic, then showed a ten minute 
filmstrip on totalitarianism, This was followed by a short discussion of 
the film in preparation for our fo 


тит. For this, we moved into a conference 
room, with tables and chairs instead of the usual desks. 


The entire forum, lasting about 45 minutes, 


and carried оп as profes- 
sionally as we knew how, was reproduced on 


Р ine. 
a tape recording machin 


---.л. - 
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The tape was later edited and cut so that it could be used as a public service 
feature on the radio. The pupils enjoyed the project immensely and have 
asked to repeat it. Many citizens in the community have commented 
favorably on this radio broadcast. Our school has a radio program every 
Saturday morning; often the theme of a broadcast centers on the topic 


D? л 
of “Education for Citizenship.” (General) 


Altitudes Questionnaire 


Problems cannot be solved by ignoring them. Our social studies classes 
discuss pertinent national problems, particularly in their human relations 
aspects, and the students are asked to put themselves on record as liking 
or disliking certain groups or organizations in our national life. On the 
basis of responses to an attitudes questionnaire (which is not signed) an 
analysis is made of unfavorable attitudes which are prevalent. The next 
step is to present anthropological facts and provoke class discussion. Ques- 
tionnaires are handed out again at the end of the study to determine if 
there has been a change of attitude. (General) 


Personalizing Citizenship 


“Good Americans” was a topic of study and discussion. Discussions 
were held on the qualities of a good American. Essays on these qualities 
were written. Posters were made illustrating these qualities. An appropriate 
Sentence or two accompanied each poster. Then the children wrote essays 
on how they personally might be better Americans. After all the preceding 
discussions and writings it was found this personal touch was very frank 
and to the point. The posters they made on this phase were hung around 


the room and were a great influence on the children’s general attitude and 
conduct 9 (General) 


Student Chairman Guides Discussion 

of our culture for research and study. 
ho knew conditions a generation ago. 
problems. They seek out the 


Students gather together problems 
Each student interviews someone w. 


They look about the community to observe Ын ы 
problems in their personal lives. They see films depicting recent changes 


in our way of living. From all these they list hundreds of problems. From 
this list the students choose for study those problems from which they 
would derive the most benefit. Five or six people work on each problem. 
Each group defines a problem and sets up 4 purpose. By questions and 
Suggestions it is decided what individual areas need study. They allot 
these areas for individual research. The students get together as a group 
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and set up p They decide on, 
discuss, and 

chairman when the group reports to the 
Parliamentary Procedure is observed. In 
esentation of a problem by a small group, 
Taws conclusions, gets new ideas, listens 
ting ready to speak, respects others’ ideas, 


County Forum Instituted by Students 


Students of eight schools in our county have held meetings to arrange 
Town Meeting i 


ing with the host school 


licited from the student 
tations, 


у forums, (Secondary) 


the Community League 
К dents may improve their 
86. In another youth forum which 
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point the cultural path to peace?” The youth agreed that it should be 
the job of all of us to support UNESCO so that it can act as the agency 
to break those social tensions that cause wars. “Does democracy offer the 
best hope for mankind?” was another topic that a students’ youth forum 
discussed before the public. (Secondary) 


. Students Help Clean Up Comics 


The topic at a junior high school youth forum was, “Do Comics Influence 
. Children?” A panel of six junior high school students carried on a dis- 
cussion of this topic before an assembly audience of school youngsters, 
teachers, and parents. The students agreed that comics which portray 
historical events were helpful and that publishers and parents should meet 
to discuss what to take out of comics and what to put into them. They 
also agreed there was no harm in reading about the adventures of Donald 
Duck or other funny characters, but that comics were largely harmful 
and that crime was over-emphasized. 


As a result of this forum, a citizen’s comic book committee designed a 


program to eliminate the more garish of this brand of literature from 
the reading fare of the community’s younger set. The high school students, 
under their teacher’s guidance, have Бееп” called in as consulting experts 
in the war on trashy-type comic books. The students have been asked to 
evaluate the committee’s proposed set of standards for judging the quality 
of the book. The standards have helped to improve the quality of the 
students’ reading and include the following: 


1. Comic books should entertain, interest, educate, excite and stimulate 


іп а wholesome manner. 


for religious, racial, and 


2. They should show respect for moral law; 
les of United States 


national groups; and should emphasize the princip 
democracy. 


3. Characters should be such that if imitated by their readers, they would 


contribute to the general welfare. 


4. Crime, criminals and gore should not be made attractive; police and 
(General) 


law should be. 


Semi Т 4 

eminars іп American Problems 

mends that a course with credit 
the twelfth year for the most 

14 replace the present require- 


б А recent cooperative survey study recom: 
covering American Problems be set up іп 
Interested students, and that this course shou 
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ment anent American problems. The report states that this course should 
be set up in the form of a seminar in which original research and discus- 
sion could be carried on with a view to bringing the best judgment and 
light on the problems that the students and their faculty sponsors could 
provide leading to active participation in world affairs. It is recommended 
that this seminar group be set up with at least two instructors as their 
sponsors, so that a wide range of interest and competence is provided for 
the group. These instructors would not only coordinate the activities of 


the group itself but would assist in coordinating all activities of the 
school-wide experience. (Secondary ) 


Improving Human Relations 


Following the showing in an assembly program of a film on discrimi- 
nation against minority groups, the students heard talks by four students 
and three men teachers, each of a different faith, and a highly respected 
Negro member of the local police force. Each spoke briefly but very much 
to the point on the viewpoints of his respective group. Remarks after- 
wards proved that attitudes of tolerance toward minority groups gained 
Support as a result of these discussions. (Secondary) 


Public Opinion 


Pupils are offered a course in public opinion as an alternative to the 
conventional senior English course, 


evaluate the methods and techniques b 


the newspapers and radio, mold and influence public opinion. Polls, 
propaganda, pressure groups, and lobbies are studied. This course has 
helped the students to realize that in this country we are privileged to 
discuss pros and cons without fear. They learn, too, how public opinion 


is molded by discussion of such controversial issues as the Labor Relations 
Bill, the European Recovery Plan, and problems regarding China, Israel, 
and the United Nations, 


(Secondary) 


This course aims to analyze and 
y which various agencies, especially 


V 
COOPERATIVE GROUP ACTION 


1. Pupils solve problems of living together through cooperative thought 
and action. 


2. Cooperative learning helps to establish rapport. 


3. Cooperative learning extends beyond the classroom. 


ar begs of the school to provide opportunities for students in 
ОЕ. of social relationships, health, safety, recreation, and exploration 
Each i rane resources to locate problems and solye them cooperatively. 
а ividual must be given the opportunity to develop himself to the 
eee extent, but with the best interests of the group always in mind. No 
2 opportunity can be afforded for self-fulfillment than within the social 
Setting of cooperative group action. In such a setting the interests, aptitudes, 
skills, and needs of each individual are taken into account; contributions 
are solicited and expected from all; opportunities for leadership and “fol- 
lowership” are developed. 
ng relationships will individuals 


x Only by consistent practice in such worki: 

тыге а social conscience and а feeling of responsibility for becoming 

қ icient іп solving group problems. When the life of the school is closely 

inked with the life of the community, graduating students will easily and 

naturally take their places in community improvement. 

a At least six devices for the practice of group action in school may be 

identified in the illustrations below. 

l. Pupils study governmental bodies both in the community and in the 
school, to gain an understanding of the status of government and the 
extent to which they find democratic procedures operating. 

have proved successful 


evices which 
research techniques, 


2. They make a formal study of the d 
е of library and 


in group thinking and action—the us 


the methods of forming group reports. 
3. They prepare and publish booklets and other written or visual materials. 


ecial interests, including the organi- 


4. They organize clubs about various 8р! 
zation of a class as a club. 

5. They organize service clubs which give help to individual pupils, to the 

whole school, or to the community- 


simulate situations outside the school. 


6. They use play activities which 
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Kindergarten Entertains 


Our kindergarten planned an informal get-together in the spring to 
welcome the new pupils who were to enter kindergarten the next fall. An 
invitation, composed by the present kindergarten class, was sent to each 
child and his mother. Committees were selected to take care of refresh- 
ments and to entertain. Part of the entertainment included the showing 
of teacher-made slides and a teacher-made recording of the story of Little 
Black Sambo. We feel that this informal get-together enabled the child 
and his parents to become acquainted with the kindergarten room and its 
various activities. It has also afforded the new pupil an opportunity to 


become better acquainted with his new teacher, thereby eliminating some 
of the familiar first day blues. (Elementary) 


Playhouse Adds Realism 


One of our most interesting and worthwhile kindergarten activities each 
year is the setting up of our playhouse and the dramatization of real home 
and community life situations. The playhouse is a three-room structure 


It has two windows and a door 
Committees of children assist the 
Other committees take charge of the 
furniture. Through group discussion, 
the flower boxes, and the garden. Rules 
nd behavior are set up and the children 
56 is for everyone to enjoy. Soon, there 
whole group benefits through the help 


The children learn at 
helpers. The wagon bri 
telephone. The postman wal 


necessary in our way of life. 
(Elementary) 
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Regulations Prepared by Pupils 


Te were under the impression that there were too many rules 
ст) а Е. and that those rules were being imposed upon them. It 
Б хар mes some plan should be made whereby the boys and girls 
тлі od to write their own set of regulations. The fifth and sixth 
een: mbined to discuss the plan. Since the fifth and sixth-graders 
сон “аны и had been living together in school for a longer period of 
ари nt 5 other children, jt was decided that they should write the 
say ions with the idea that the other children could approve or reject 


тўе а meetings of the fifth and sixth grade to decide upon what 
graphed 1 cen a fair set of rules for everyone. These rules were mimeo- 
‘and йна the other members of the school were able to look them over 
interests сай them in meetings. They were approved and adopted. An 
had замы non is that these rules were practically the same as those that 

n previously used, but the feeling that they were being imposed 


ир 
Е. on the youngsters disappeared when they were able to make their 
wn regulations. (Elementary) 


Understanding Local Government 

help the pupil under- 
al competence through 
ble to a life situation. 
ducation, church, busi- 
safety department and 
d to represent “Our 


Ms aim of the following practice was to 
die = and his community, to give him soci 
Student 86, pride, and civic ЦОЛ) activity compara’ 
HE, те civic groups representing the government, € 
ine real estate, health department, : 
Town dens cultural places of interest were organize : 
on thei omorrow.” These committees organized complete units of work 
Settee pupil-assigned activities. Information was secured through pupil 
Frida 5 to civic departments, through books and newspapers. Every 
the y for a period of three months the activity hour was used by one of 
whee to report and chart its findings. Some problems discussed were: 
in oes your tax dollar buy in education, 1n health, in protection and 

good government? The culmination was 4 combined meeting of all 
groups where it was proposed that they paint “Our Town of Tomorrow.” 
nd a home because the children 


Th 
е poster consisted of a church, a school 8 
buting factors in а good com- 


соп 4 
cluded that these were the greatest contri 


muni Р 7 
nity. The solidarity of this type of group planning, the care, pride 
f a widened civic consciousness 


a Ё 
ва 12 displayed are all symbols © 
of an emotionally stable child. (Elementary) 
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Assembly Conduct Improved 


At the first assembly of the year the principal challenged the student 
council to improve assembly conduct. After a discussion of the topic by 
the entire student council a committee was formed to work on the problem. 
This committee decided to make a booklet on assembly conduct, a copy 
of which would be handed to each student. The resulting mimeographed 
booklet was an ABC of assembly conduct, called “Attitude, Behavior, and 
Conduct in Assembly.” The major portion of the booklet is devoted 
to a Rogues’ Gallery of the typical misbehaviors in assembly programs. 
A caricature of each type of misbehavior gives the booklet a lively artistic 
appearance. The final page invited the reader to become a part of the 
cooperative movement to improve assembly conduct through the develop- 
ment of a good attitude. The following are a few of the characters depicted 
in the booklet, with the verses that appeared under their portraits: 


Sam Slump. “Please don’t sit or sta 


nd in a slump. Don’t look like a 
camel with his hump.” 


Gabby Guffaw. “Goodness such a silly boy. To laugh and gig 


Little Roy Boo. “Why must this boy make people so blue? By shouting 
and screaming and booing, too.” 

Bobbie Babble. “He always is squawking when others are talking.” 

Slimy Sam, Chewy Charlie, and Cris 
this keeps up long, their teeth will be fe 


Tommy Torment. 
is the name.” 


gle is his joy.” 


“are boys who like to chew. If 
х? 


“Annoyances and Trouble are his aim. Tommy Torment 
(Junior High) 


Safety Court Established 


Most of the children in our scho 
lunch. The children are able to 


of discussing our problems and making suggestions for their solution. This 
year the eighth grade asked to organize a safety patrol. Everyone in the 
class became a member and the members elected leaders. The members 
were to serve as leaders on the buses and at the bus stops in their neigh- 
borhoods. They assumed responsibility for seeing that two of their members 
were at the street crossing which the children had to use in going to and 
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f В . 

5” the library during the noon hour and after school each day. They 

8 ре one of their group to assist the children in crossing the street 
ont of the boys’ club each day at dismissal hour. 


жээ ае оѓ the patrol were concerned about the number of times 
Rocce Тік ere violated by all the children. After several committee 
ы oa A ns Werê made for helping the children become aware of safety 
науч г making the school and community а Sa 
a Pikes фэн for some way to enforce safety rules so they planned 
children хэл 5 Б group visited all the classrooms and talked to all the 
са au i б еш plans. Court officials were elected. The court officials 

invitation to attend a mock court which a class in a nearby 


uni i کے و‎ 

iversity was holding in the county court house. This gave the boys and 

procedure and helped them in the organi- 
(General) 


fer place for all. The 


i : 
: = an opportunity to see court 
ation of their safety court. 


T Р 
echniques of Working Together 
e are always some pupils 


I : 
n the average class in junior high school ther 
usually 


who i dae 
are too shy to express their ideas before the group. They are 
both oral and written compo- 


h with its own chairman and 
every pupil offering ideas 
up. The bashful ones lost 
ute in a smaller or less 
igger project 


га “зар sharing their experiences in 
Болон : class divided into groups, ёас 
for 3 ach group planned a composition, 
came а ог rejection by the small grou 
fennel eir fear with this chance to contrib 
which Коа а АП of this made a fine preliminary for a b с 
adepi = later in the year when the class decided to write to the school’s 
т a utch boy. Again small groups banded together and each collected 
ни, ation about some phase of life in the village or school. Each group 
iie ne composition based on its findings which was later incorporated 

е final letter. (General) 


Н The Individual and the Group 
аи students in understanding their obligations and responsibilities, 
adie ee relationships and techniques of group work have been 
тай. by a class which has been using the group procedure. The com- 
After a pledges himself to work for the benefit of the group: 
ЫГ a and thoughtful investigation he must present his findings, 
ЕЭ 22 been well organized, to the group- In committee meetings he 
е іск to the point, talking only about related subjects. He serves on 
mmittee with sympathetic unde d other members whose 


poi rstanding towar! 
ints of view may be contrary to his own; should he try to sway them 
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to his point of view, he must use facts and not heated arguments. He must 
be able to compromise if necessary when the final draft of the report is 
being prepared. (General) 


Community Improvement 


Buildings were discussed in class in order to observe the child’s back- 
ground of knowledge on architecture. Photographs of beautiful architec- 
ture in America and Europe were exhibited to the group. Likenesses and 
differences in appearance and uses and adaptability of buildings were 
discussed. Each student selected a public building for investigation based 
upon interest in the structure of the building. Questions arose as to the 
setting of these buildings in our villages, and necessary changes of condi- 
tions in interiors and exteriors of buildings were discussed. Information 
was sought by students from the village postmaster, mayor, and other 
oficials. The methods used for approaching these people were interesting. 
The students outlined questions regarding information they wished to obtain 
from the town officials. After these interviews the students made sketches 
of the buildings as they would like to see them. Sketches of municipal 
buildings indicating improvements were noted by large scale drawings and 
smaller sketches grouped about the large scale drawings noted detailed 
improvements necessary for changes in the exterior and interior of the 


buildings. (General) 


Service on an International Level 


A group of students stud 
definite and take a person: 


demolished in the recent war, 
consisting of food, chocolate, 
sent along with letters of frie 


faculty member, visit this school 


This she did and also 
were studying France, 
ol French teacher, who 
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оа те Letters were written and replies in French were 
children. та high school students translated these for the sixth-grade 
ship ai Зоо ша has brought about good coordination and fellow- 
СУН 7 etween the French school and our students, but between 
Ха. ал а ч Вэв high school as well. It also is bringing encouragement 
"This acti ep feeling of gratitude and friendship to all those concerned. 

tivity has been in operation for three years. (General) 


Assembly Princi ples 


2 rca шэг devoted to group singing, the students became 
т A меге ismissed by the faculty members in charge. Students 
Темне с ass were disturbed about the incident. Here was a problem 
ішінен Шыны and that needed solving. Some members of the class 
ааа о take this problem as extra work because they wanted to 
“tae nswer, They asked, “How can we improve our assembly programs 
“H at no disorder will result?” Then they changed their purpose to 
ам = ae assembly programs be improved for the benefit of the 
the. at school?” They interviewed students and teachers. They talked to 
irector of assemblies and to the student committee in charge of 
шигээ They came to final conclusions. Then came the action. They 
stile or and received permission to present their material to all the 
were nts and teachers assembled. A forum discussion was held. Views 
interchanged among students and faculty. Recommendations were 
Presented resulting in greater participation by students and teachers in 
55 йн and enjoying programs. The assembly committee began to 
е TOKE formal study of program principles and instead of haphazardly 
Preparing assembly programs, planned programs resulted. (Secondary) 


“Big Si ээ 3 
sters” Help Entering Freshmen 


Entering students in a large city high school are bewildered by numerous 
lassrooms, science labs, music 


xtremely timid about 


d escort them from place to 
ent and resembled foreign 
4 permission to try out 
h one serving as 
three weeks of 


vn Having teachers line them up an 
plans bee too. childish for a high school stud 
their a regimentation. Some seniors receive! 
a “ВИ Эн of forming a committee of older students, eac 
the 45; Sister” to some entering class. For the first two or 3 
as а these older girls аге available to aid the entering classes (as we 
heir official teachers) in answering the queries of the new students, by 
elping to copy program cards carefully, and by assisting in locating 
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rooms. Since our school is on a double session, the older students are on 
early time and the classes of the first two years are on afternoon time. 


The senior “Big Sisters” have not neglected their own classes to perform 
this service and the sacrifice of their free time in remaining after their 


session has been an enjoyable and rewarding service. (Secondary) 


Courtesy Council 


Discussion in а Hi-Y group led to the formation of a courtesy council 
made up of twelve leaders of outstanding organizations. 


initiated a courtesy program for the school and community. Movies were 
taken and shown, posters were made, programs presented in assemblies 
and in every room. Tags were distributed to all students, pencils were 
ordered with appropriate slogans. The cooperation of shopkeepers, the 
mayor, police, banks, and the theater was solicited, and the sound truck 
was used. Hundreds of posters were put in prominent places. Thousands 
of shopping bags were stamped by students and a handbook on courtesy 
was published. (Secondary) 


This council 


Services in School and Community 


A group of shop students discussed ма 
and community. They met in groups, 
Now the boys assist faculty membe 
school games and generally perfor 
assistance is required. Their service 
At their weekly meetings, they invite 
community service with them. The 
school and community for their уа! 
performance of their duties, 
accomplishment and satisfactio 


ys of being of service to the school 
planned and organized a service club. 
rs at assemblies, in Һе cafeteria, at 
m duties whenever and wherever their 
is often required at community affairs. 
speakers from other towns who discuss 
y have been recognized both by the 
uable service. The boys, through the 
learn to cooperate and obtain a sense of 
n by being of service to others. 
(Secondary) 
School Building Equipment Improved 
During the immediate post-war years, 
hard to procure. We had only enough 
A ticket house was begun at the school 
class could be accommodated there, Th 
suggested that they would like to paint 
and the industrial arts students redeco 


This activity gave 
Their appreciation of the 
that no tools were lost for 

ng condition. (Secondary) 


VI 


USEFUL PRODUCTIVE ACTIVITIES 


1. Im 
: 0 E 
portant productive activities are necessary in the development of 


citizens. 


2. Con : 
р Sti sive 8 8 2 Fo 
ructive participation in productive activities helps to make good 


citizens. 
3 0 г 
, отіипйї, : ares ПОРАЕ 
pportunities for productive activities should be provided in the school. 


Useful 3 

of good e activity is a most important factor in the development 
enship. Good citizens do things. If the schools are to develop 
must be provided 


good citi 

for a, Bone eee for various worthwhile activities 
іп activities ХҮЧЭЭ provide innumerable opportunities for pupils to engage 
the classroom Тынысы useful. Some of these activities grow directly out of 
Examples т панаа others are а рагі of the extra-curricular program. 
Participation is е ve assumption of school-room housekeeping responsibilities, 
school equipm school government; operating and maintaining classroom and 
school in ent, and yarious other functions that extend the scope of the 

to the community. 

1 factors in training for 
w ways to extend 
the extension of productive 
Е teachers as observers and 
Je services in school 


is one of the most vital 


ecause pri tivit: 
Beca: A 
productive activity пе 
ly discovering 


citizenshi 

this Бе the school must be constant! 

activity will ee program. The possibility for 

guides of Bae анов the resourcefulness 0 h 

and communi growth in being alert to all of the possib! 
unity which children might perform. 


Commi 
mittee Membership For All 
Ev Pa 1 
on pupil in our school, from the youngest tot to the experienced 
Те х 
“хүн авна serves on a committee of some kind for the welfare of his 
. The pupils elect their officers and plan their 


fac 
ult 5 
У member acting аз counselor. 


activities with a 


Th 5 с 
е committees include courtesy, safety, health, exhibits, news, cafeteria 
rams, playground, movies, and 


Servi 
Vice, cafeteria beautification, halls, pros 
9:15 to 9:45 А.М. Throughout 


libr: 
the Er Each group meets once a week from 
chool pupils have placed posters pertaining to the work of each 


commi 
СЕ Пее, arranged programs, exhibits, bulletin boards, and made posters 
pecial occasions. The children аге Jearning the ways of democracy 
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by practicing them and quite often a committee assignment carries over 


into the community. (Elementary) 


Field Trips 


A fifth-grade group is in the process of preparing a booklet on inter- 
esting places to visit on class field trips. When the booklet is completed 
it will contain a list of places, the name of the individual to contact, 
how to get to the place, important things to see, and other information 
valuable to the children and the teachers of the school as they plan their 


field trips. The children hope to have pictures of most of the places to 
paste in their books. (Elementary) 


Lunch Hour Programs 


The elementary school council plans the lunch-hour programs for rainy 
days. The council has helped each classroom to organize a committee and 
collect games for use in the classroom on rainy days. 
planned a number of all-school programs in the audit 
time. Quiz shows, amateur hours, 
entertainments are typical of the all-s 
entirely by students. 


The council has 


orium for lunch 
story telling contests and musical 


chool lunch-hour programs conducted 
(Elementary) 
Lost and Found Management 


A third-grade group is in charge of all lost and found articles. Т 
also organizes displays of lost articles 


children put name tags on their clothing. 


his group 
and conducts campaigns to have 

(Elementary) 
Library Project 


Teacher and pupils together make the maintena: 
а cooperative project. Children exhibit pride wh 
project. Pride is essential in setting up and maintaining a good library 
center and in making it attractive for reading for enrichment and enjoy- 
ment. A committee of child librarians 18 appointed at the beginning of 
the school year. Each librarian is assigned to a definite section in the 
library for which he is responsible. Near the end of the library period 
the librarians go to their shelves а 


nd arrange all books properly and 
neatly. The duties are rotated so th 


: at each child in the class will have 
the experience of being a librarian and of learning how to arrange books 


alphabetically and according to the decimal system. At the same time 
other committees are at work. Some children look after the arrangement 
of tables and chairs, others arrange the magazines and encyclopedias, while 


nce of the library center 
en they share in such a 
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oe look after the general appearance of the room. When we leave the 
rary, it is in order and ready for use by the next class. 


2 he қт. to note how the children develop a personal interest 
реа s appearance and care of the library. They become quite 
“эмн Ы е cs use of books. It is amazing, too, to discover how their 
д Қ екен ү in this work develops. The children are more independent 
хэвтэр g for books in the public libraries because the system used 

ibrary is the same as the one used in public libraries. (Elementary) 


Migrant Workers’ Children 


уы ее the Junior Red Cross asked us to do something for the 
a whose parents had recently come to our community to help 
eae i cranberry crops. The importance of these workers was explained 
me Гэ dren of the fourth grade who have charge of Junior Red Cross 
т һе boys and girls realized that the children of these workers 
a easily become delinquent with so much time on their hands. They 

re very happy to aid in the collection of scrap books, coloring books, 


іс 5 s oe A 
Picture books, used reading books in good condition, and new pieces of 


material suitable for making toy animals for the little children. The class 
explain the migrant 


кі тв 19 сһоове reporters to go to each grade to 
булан na needs. The entire class worked on a speech for our reporters 
Зоо i each classroom. On the last day of the drive chairmen were 
ee y the class to visit the classrooms and to collect the books and 
ЗУ, als. The chairmen sorted, boxed, and counted the contributions 
e they were sent from the school. 
me acquainted with an economic 
delighted to share books and 
anted them to enjoy their spare 
eport as well as 


Шы particular week our children Беса 

eds, of our community. They were 

ёр. т with the children because they wa 

ор е children gained practice in maki 

Ы мо a report. Needless to say, 
1с project. 


ng a written г 
great jnterest was aroused in 
(Elementary) 


Community Needs 


A member of the Community Social Service meets with the children to 
elp them plan projects in which they aid such groups as the children’s 
ae welfare homes for children, playground centers, and the children’s 
j P fund. In many cases the children have an opportunity to visit and 
tom such groups, as well as to contribute used toys and school 
Plies, (Elementary) 
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Bicycle Shed Needed 


The children wanted a bicycle shed at school. They were told that the 
Board of Education could not afford to build one. Through the leadership 
of the school council the children sought the assistance of the Р. Т. А. 
which decided to publish a school cook book. Each child brought his 
favorite recipe which was written in manuscript writing, advertising was 
solicited in person and by letter, and hundreds of thank-you letters were 
written. Over $3,000 was realized on the sale of the books. With a 
group of parents the children helped to draw up plans for the bicycle 


shed. Of course, the children were “johnny-on-the-spot” to supervise the 
building of the shed. (Elementary) 


Good News Book 


To develop group-consciousness through successful group living, specific 
attitudes and desirable actions are established through “Our Good News 
Book.” A classmate or the teacher may wish to report an observation 
of good citizenship. Such things as good sportsmanship or a neat desk 
may be reported and recorded in the book. This record is displayed for 
parents and all to see, It encourages children to make helpful contributions. 
When a child breaks a rule, the children assume the responsibility of helping 
to change the wrong attitude to a right one. (Elementary) 


Orphan Children Helped 


The Penny Aid which was instituted many years ago to give assistance 
to poor students in the school has been transformed to aid orphans in 
Europe. The students have supported orphans in Europe through “Save 
the Children,” an organization in New York City. Many home rooms have 
adopted an orphan at a cost of $96 a year. Some of the smaller rooms 
combine on the adoption plan. Letters have been sent to these orphans 
by the students and answers have been received. This project has given 
our students first-hand information on conditions abroad and has developed 
worthwhile citizenship characteristics of helping others less fortunate than 


ourselves. (General) 
Visual Education Operators’ Group 


A sixth grade has charge of the visual education room; they feel 
responsible for both the equipment and general appearance of this room. 
The students inspect all equipment regularly, train teachers and students 
to operate the equipment, post and keep a record of all educational films 
shown, arrange film schedules, and file and distribute all school-owned 


“ 
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а abas; Two children have been selected by the’ class toi give their 
83 judgment as to whether a candidate-is to be an operator of the movie 
Жік, а light operator. or- a’ work-room foreman. Directions were 
ee "дег with the group after much trial and error. Each ‘candidate 
оит able-to follow successfully all directions for his office. Another 
81 of the class follows through to see that all children used in these 
capacities. were given credit. At class meetings and whenever necessary 
pee is free discussion of good and weak points of the various operators. 
e make appointments with. others to learn how to carry onthe 
0 which they aspire. А (Elementary) 


N 
ame Card Construction 


At each Р, Т. А; meeting the members wear name cards. Тһе sixth 
grade planned, cut, designed, and colored the cards for each P. Т. А. 
meeting this year. Among the designs were small P. T. A. flags, Christmas 
trees, snow men, oak trees, daisy sprays, and pond lilies. The children 
€njoyed doing this work and were pleased with the letters of appreciation 
from the hospitality chairman of the Р. Т. А. This project provided ап 
Opportunity for service to both school and community. (Elementary) 


Campus Pride 


__ It was felt by the student council that something should be done to 
beautify the grounds around the school. Each student was asked to con- 
tribute five cents to the fund for shrubbery. When the money was collected, 
the student council committee in charge got the advice of the city’s park 
department on what shrubs to buy and how to plant. The boys then dug 
the ditches and planted all the shrubs themselves. The grounds look greatly 
improved as a result of this project, and all the students feel a great deal 
of pride in what was accomplished. These students have learned some of 


the traits of good citizenship as а result of this project. This project was 
undertaken last spring, and now that spring has come again, the work 
(General) 


of the students shows to full advantage. 


Foreign Correspondence 


A group of school children filled Red Cross boxes for European children 
‘and included. a letter in one box. An:answer was received. Later a class 
‘member attended a lecture on conditions in Europe where the lecturer 
offered to give names of needy families. пе to interest already aroused 
by our letter to Holland, the group chose: several Dutch families. Our 
‘group sent letters and boxes. . Committees were appointed to learn what 
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was especially needed, to collect food and clothing, to earn money for 
mailing, and to pack and mail boxes. Letters were written in class. Months 
later answers came enclosing pictures, descriptions of homes, festivals, and 
family life. More letters were written in class and summer addresses given. 
Several of these children still keep up the friendships through correspon- 
dence. An older brother in one family, now in the Dutch Merchant Marines, 
has visited a home here. Succeeding groups also became so interested in 
the families and their letters that each group started its own correspondence, 
sent boxes at Christmas, and a layette for an expected baby. We have 
exchanged photographs and snapshots as well as book and postal cards 
showing pictures of our two countries. We send copies of our school 
newspaper regularly. We have in our present group an Esthonian boy 
from Tartu who spoke not a word of English when he came. The children 
feel he is much like our Dutch friends. For our Р. Т. A. Open House 
we had an exhibit showing all these shared experiences. (General) 


Student Council Sponsors Activities 


Our junior high student council 
contributions by pupils, and the community. The 


ith parents, teachers, and 
problems of the teen-age 
work and study-hour needs. The 
school and assists with fire drills. 


ts and members of the community 
Council sponsored student dances 


allow pupils to enjoy this recreation. 
(General) 
Cafeteria Courtesies 
A representative student committee has worked out a pocket-size guide- 
book to good manners in the “Cafeteria Courte: 
З > 


2 ng to eat all of the food served, to 
make the lunch period a pleasant and social occasion, to learn to behave 
courteously, and to practice the rules of table etiquette. The guide book 
е expected to do to get ready for lunch, while 
he lunch, taking their places at the table, and 


suggests what the students ar 
waiting in line, collecting t 
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co В те 
ae table etiquette, handling the table ware, social life at the table, 
eff what to do when one finishes eating. As a result of the committee’s 

orts much improvement has been shown in table etiquette. (General) 


Cafeteria Committees 


ieee oe government again comes to the fore in cafeteria management. 
work. a school cafeteria manager uses а unique plan of student committee 
h ЗЫ E the beginning of each term students volunteer their services. 
Can incentive is that of receiving points toward their service records. 
ӨНӨ. Steria set-up is such that one-sixth of the student body eats while 
the ا‎ in study or in classes. The fourth, fifth, and sixth periods of 
Чой 90) day аге lunch periods which аге divided in, half. wens 
of САРНЫ ю represent each group. A teacher is in charge 0 Е 
a committees and chooses from his long list of volunteers eig! 4 
sense ина are dependable, capable of leadership, and who hers a zeal 
ім ot responsibility. What more practical training 1m citizenship cou 

е afforded? The committee members choose their own captain to whom 
яс. are directly responsible. Duties include watching cafeteria lines, 
Seeing that tables and floors are kept clean, showing politeness and courtesy 
{0 frequent visitors, handling hall permits, and helping with the general 
Order and routine work of the cafeteria. (Secondary) 


Assembly and Crew Committees 


An assembly committee appointed by the student council is responsible 
for the mechanics of all assembly programs as well as the responsibility 


of planning such programs. This committee sees to it that the proper 
number of chairs aie an the platform, that the lights are operated as 
needed, the curtain pulled, and that sound effects are in order. This 
Committee also meets guest speakers at the door, conducts them to the 
assembly, and sees that the chairman is well informed as to who the 
Speaker is, After the program is over this committee writes the speaker 
a letter of appreciation on behalf of the school. In addition to this com- 
Mittee, there is a crew committee which works the lights, manipulates 
Victrola and recording machines, and takes care of curtains, working very 


closely with the assembly committee. 


Often programs are taken outside the school to local clubs and organi- 
zations. Both of these committees take charge of all equipment needed 
for such programs and certain students are delegated to accompany the 
group presenting such a program and to manipulate any needed equipment. 
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The cominittee is further responsible for seeing that everything is returned 
to the proper place at the conclusion of the program. (Secondary) 


Bus and Citizenship Responsibilities 


The school bus creates many problems involving the pupil, the school, 
the home, and the transportation company. The pupil is usually: the center 
of such problems, therefore we have arranged for him to. help in the pre- 
vention of trouble. The school bus committee is a school service organi- 
zation and the chairman represents his committee on the school council. 
A member of the teaching staff is adviser to this organization. A general 


meeting of all bus pupils held in September helps to build the correct 
attitude toward their committee. 


Monthly meetings of the committee and the teacher adviser are held to 
discuss problems and the proper method of handling them. Daily written 
reports are made by the chairman to the teacher adviser. When it is 
necessary there is a follow-up of the problems indicated on daily bus 
reports through conferences that involve the pupil, teacher, principal, and 


the parent. (General) 


Game Rally 


In organizing the bonfire rally for the big football game with a rival 
school, pupils contact the mayor, the town council, 
land the fire is built, and the fire department. 
the bonfire and learn how they must conduct t 
stration. The students learn civic responsibil 


the owner on whose 
They get permission to have 
hemselves during this demon- 
ities via direct experience. 

(Secondary) 
Bus Fare Revised 


When an increase in the local bus fare went into effect a delegation 
of high school students banded together to submit arguments to the city 
council and the utilities board requesting that the students be given a 
special bus rate. The utilities board in studying the case held one of the 
regular meetings at the school’s studio theater to 
that the higher bus rates should not apply to the 
the school week. The students presented interesti 
derived from research, show 


hear the students’ protest 
school age youth during 


ng arguments and facts 
ing why the higher rates should not apply to 
them. The utility board, the city council, and the citizens were so impressed 
with the way the students presented their case that a special fare was 


granted to the youth. (Secondary) 


VII 


THE TEACHER AS OBSERVER AND GUIDE 
IN CIVIC DEVELOPMENT 


1. A good teacher guides student observation and experiences which help 
develop competent citizens. 


2. A good teacher stimulates students toward the discovery of those facts 
that competent citizens need to know in our complex society. 


8. A good teacher helps to organize effectively the education that will 
produce the type of citizens we need. 


4. A good teacher is alert to the basic elements of personality which 
characterize each individual citizen in our social environment. 


The teacher should set a good example of citizenship by participating in 
community activities and in community living. This should include voting 
in all elections, obeying traffic regulations, participating in civic functions, and 
being a good community booster. 


Every teacher should be well prepared to assume his own obligations as a 
citizen and also should understand how the school may serve as an agency 
for developing civic responsibility. 

In teaching for citizenship the teacher should stress the advantages possessed 
by a government in which the people actively participate. The teacher should 
be able to analyze the needs of the community and attempt to help students 
to see where constructive work can be done. He also should be able to analyze 
hoth sides of an issue and help students to recognize that there are two 
sides in every controversy so that the students may discuss matters intelligently, 
with emphasis on knowing the facts before drawing conclusions. 


Sharing with Five-year-olds 

learned how much fun it was to share with others, 
nts saying that we would welcome food suitable 
d the kind of food that would be 
raisins, potato chips, celery, and 


When my five-year-olds 
notes were sent to their pare 
for sharing at playtime. We discusse 
best—such as apples, oranges, bananas, nS, | 5 
raw carrots. The children assume the responsibility for passing out paper 
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towels, seeing that hands are washed, and for cleaning up. They oa 
Something about the beginnings of number relationships, food Best of 
wholesome food habits, good social relationships, and citizenship. tary) 
all they learn early to share with one another. Сет 


Playground Cooperation 
There was a great need to direct the fighting spirit of a little гі” 
old boy on the playground. This first-grade boy was a conscientious К. 
in the class room but became belligerent on the playground. The Ний 
he got outside there was trouble. One day he asked if he could bring val 
roller skates to school. He was told by his teacher that with the ар 
of his mother he might do so. He had a very happy time. Soon anol аз 
child brought his skates so he had companionship. In this way ig re 
able to use. his pent energy in a calmer way than in stormy fighting. ie 
the only child skating for a while gave him a feeling of independen е 
which he had not had before. The child benefited by using his free ae 
in good healthy exercise and to good advantage. (Elemente 


expression. If he can bec 


TEACHER AS OBSERVER AND GUIDE 51 


Pleasing to hi 5 
tion should aoe will find inspiration in the doing. Consequently, educa- 
Hons of living; sate than just the intellectual and vocational founda- 
as for the et should lay the ground work for leisure pursuits as well 
of the school т, of a hobby interest. Part of the activity program 
couraged to devel offer such possibilities, and the student should be en- 
enjoy them wi op latent interests, to talk about such interests and to 
with others, (General) 


Pun: 
upil Self-evaluation 


Whe: 

n reports i 

and pupils ту ee made out each pupil evaluates himself. 
. Attitudes and сі е report card to discover means for impro 


. Teachers 
vement in 


(General) 


Ейцсан 
cation for the Slow Learner 


The adj 
justment teacher plans programs for mentally retarded children, 
cal knowledge which will 


Puttin : 
uild wee on attitudes, habits and practi 

information, citizenship rather than on a mere accumulation of academic 
Ч (General) 

Citi 
ttizenship Training 

If on 

ae cannot get along with his neighbors, with his school friends and 
towards Fi then all the knowledge that he may gain will be of little help 
uture happiness. That is the philosophy set forth in the primary 


Toom 
on the opening day of school. 


cl 


ıtfulness and tolerance and 
daily practice. We try to 
necessary to give negative 


Sian to achieve this goal of though 
Say ATA IE citizenship through constant 
critici mg kind about a person. If it is 

sm, the child is to tell the teacher privately. We all have our faults. 


е stri д5 а 2 
rive to overcome them. Many decisions as to choice of activities and 
arn to accept decisions graciously. 


шонг 
Бин voted upon. ‘The losers must le са : 
sens S developed through positive criticism and constant checking 
БЫН ust. Deeds of kindness and thoughtfulness are constantly being 
ion E by the children. Fairness is quickly recognized and insisted 

» Contributing to welfare organizations and Junior Red Cross is part 


of bei 
being a good citizen. 
The chi 1 
eat he children, through helpers and comm} 
m, care of materials, and organizations 0 


that decisi 5 
da decisions in our community and country are ma 
у we vote in our second and third-grade rooms. 


пеев, are responsible for the 
f many activities. We know 
de by voters. On election 
We have learned also 
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that it is important to choose leaders who are wise, honest, and thoughtful 
of others. (Elementary) 


Report Cards and Citizenship 


The practical citizenship program of the junior high schools presents 
many opportunities for training in civic experiences. Some of these are 
listed on the report card so that parents may know whether students are 
taking advantage of the chance to participate actively in school activities. 
There is no qualitative rating. This simple reporting method has served 
to increase parent and student interest in the training opportunities con- 
nected with civic service at the school. The following form is a part of 
the report to parents on which student committee service is checked. 


Opportunities for Training and Experience 
I. Membership on Committees Serving the School 


үг-ээ 


Stagecraft 02, 

Gomes wu ui. Вёскеала!- € a, 

a E E Lunchroom 

Wali EEE Corridor гэг оо 

Lost and Found _ Congress. i 

Stage Lighting, E > Зай ае а. 
Others 


П. Membership in Clubs, Class, or Home Room Organization: 


(Junior High) 
Halloween Unit — Respecting Property Rights 


Early in October the principal called a meeting of teachers, urging them 
to plan a Halloween unit which would encourage a celebration tl 


hat was con- 
structive rather than destructive. Three guiding principles of instruction 


were set forth by the principal; the teachers were asked (1) to attempt to 
substitute harmless activities yielding as much fun as the harmful ones 
would yield; (2) to build up an inner control in place of the outer restraint 
which the children wish to throw off temporarily; 
on the ethics of various proposed ways of havin 
reference to the rights of others. 


and (3) to place emphasis 
a good time with special 


As a result of this meeting cooperative planning in all the classes by the 
pupils and teachers resulted in the pooling of ideas of what might be done 
at Halloween. Each child was given some time and assistance at school in 
working out his plan. The following activities which were selected by one 
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or more pupils show the range of the planning: a costume parade and the 
making of paper caps for use, making a ghost to carry, organizing a ghost 
band, making of jack-o-lanterns, preparing for the placing of a pocketbook 
on the street so that it can be snatched by means of a string just before 
the finder is able to pick it up, planning parties and contests, making a 
scrapbook of clever things to be done at Halloween, and working on a design 
to be used in the window picture-painting contest which the town merchants 


and the school jointly sponsor. 


By the time Halloween arrived each child had two or three definite harm- 
less activities planned. As a result of this careful planning none of the 
students came into contact with the legal authorities. The students appre- 
ciated the teachers’ interest in their Halloween activities and keenly enjoyed 
Tecounting their experiences the day after. (General) 


Worthy Hosts 


The student council, at the suggestion of the teacher adviser, chose to dis- 
cuss the problem of how to act as worthy hosts during a sixteen-team basket- 
ball tournament to be held at the local school. The council decided that a 
reception committee should be chosen to meet visitors, assign them to dress- 
ing rooms, and assist them in locating their lodging quarters. The council 
also decided that the question of courtesy to visitors should be discussed in 
all the class groups. The student representatives then called a meeting at 
an agreed time with the faculty adviser and principal and the question was 
discussed by these representatives with the various groups in school. During 
the discussion, suggestions from members of the groups were made con- 
cerning the way our school could do a good job of entertaining our visitors. 
One group suggested that dressing rooms and rest-rooms should be properly 
designated. Another group suggested that the gym should be decorated with 
appropriate school colors and reserved sections be designated for the cheer 
Sections of the visiting school. Another proposed that invitations should be 
sent to the participating schools to bring their band, while still another sug- 
gested that meals should be served the various teams in the school cafeteria 
in order to assure good food, save time and provide a better opportunity 
to get acquainted. The council met for reports from the various representa- 
tives, and, after discussion, the following committees were appointed: a 
reception committee, a foods committee, а housing committee, a decoration 
Committee, and an entertainment committee. The council decided that oppor- 
tunity should be given those students who wished to invite the visiting team 
members as house guests during the tournament. The students were thrilled 
with the idea. The project gave the students training in the social graces. 
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They assumed the role of adult living and received the thrill that comes 
from social approval of a job well done. The entire school and community 
were made aware of accepted social standards. The project provided an 
opportunity for the students to develop objectives, to initiate procedures, to 
exercise individuality and personality, to work in cooperation with others 


to achieve a common goal, and to be good citizens and hosts. (Secondary) 


Radio Commission 


A teacher suggested that the student council sponsor a school radio com- 
mission to conduct a “Youth Speaks” program in which students from the 
high school would present and discuss information about basic problems of 
school and community life. The purpose is to develop the kind of high 
school program which brings students into direct contact with their own 
problems in school, in the locality and in the larger community of the 
country and the world, and to help them define goals and courses of action. 


(Secondary) 


Homeroom Improvement Committee 


The teacher encouraged the students in the homeroom to select a home- 
room improvement committee composed of a boy and a girl. The function 
of this committee is to assume responsibility for the homeroom for a period 
of a week. They are also aided by the homeroom president. Their duties 
are to help improve the courtesy of homeroom members, 
standing class disturbers, to report those who take or do not 
part in class discussions, to report on scho 


habits, to keep the homeroom neat by stragh 
and to prepare an oral report for the gu 
suggestions for improvement take place du 
markable improvement has taken place а 
developed. 


to report out- 
take an active 
larship, home-work, and study 
tening up at the end of the day, 
idance period. Discussions and 
ring the guidance period. A re- 
nd а good class spirit has been 


(Secondary) 
Adult Education Opportunities Explored 


The teacher acquaints the pupils in class with inexpensive opportunities 
for continued study after high school, and for the furtherance of hobby 
interest. They discover what adult education programs mean, and what 
facilities museums and libraries offer. They explore the leisure and educa 
tional resources of their own and nearby cities. 


(Secondary) 


ee بک‎ 


УШ 


THE PUBLIC AS А RESOURCE IN 
CITIZENSHIP EDUCATION 


1. Utilizing the ideas of the public as well as of the staff and pupils is 
ап important factor in planning the program of civic education. 

2. The obligation of the public to assume this responsibility safeguards 
the popular control of our schools. 

3. The publié in contributing from its own civic experiences assures ade- 
quacy in the training of competent citizens. 


4. The school contributes to the quality of living in the community by 


offering constructive and challenging opportunities to citizens. 

The practices that follow incorporate the ideas and resources of the lay 
Public and faculty through group cooperation. Good schools are not just 
the product of good teachers, good physical plants, and instructional materials. 

he communities which have good schools tend to haye them because they 
know what they want, and because they participate in achieving it. Just as 
Pupils learn good citizenship practices within the school itself, so must they 


develop this ability in the community at large. 
ht and an obligation to concern 


Members of the community have а rig Ё 1 : 
themselves with the program through which pupils grow 2 their capacity 
for practicing good citizenship. The future of the community depends upon 
the extent to which young citizens are prepared to assume the obligations of 
mature citizens. 

This pattern deals with the means by which the school can provide oppor- 
tunities for the community to participate in the school program and сон" 
tribute their ideas along with those of the educators. Specifically, citizens 
of the community contribute by drawing on their own civic experiences, with 


a view to helping the schools to turn out competent citizens. 


Citizenship Club Activity 

A visit to their town building was an informative experience for members 
of a sixth-grade Good Citizenship Club. First they studied the topography 
map of the town, located in the lobby of the building. Then they went to 
the police court, where they learned about court procedure, the operation of 
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the police-department switchboard and how it is connected by two-way radio 
to each town police car. They also saw what a jail cell looks like, and how 
finger-printing is done. Town officials proved to be good instructors in this 


experience. (Elementary) 
World-Minded Americans 


The P. T. A. of our school district is sponsoring a school in Holland. 
Through the school, shoes and warm clothing have already been sent abroad. 


The children are writing letters to the children of the Dutch school. 
other school the sixth grade has exchan 


Filipino schools for two years. Forty- 
shipped abroad. Transportation charges were paid by the Philippine Em- 
bassy in Washington. Food is scarce in the Philippines so children of ten 
or more must produce some food. One sixth-grade class earned money to 


send seeds, taking care they were the kind of seeds that would grow in the 
Philippine Islands, (Elementary) 


In an- 
ged letters with five widely separated 
six boxes of school books have been 


City Government Observation 


The borough council annual] 
students so that the children ma 


Local History Booklet 


Our local city is rich in histori 
little about it until the local cham 
public school system cooperated to 
past. Using the comic-book techniq 
depicting many of the famous eve 
exploration, exciting as well as informative, 
minds of our citizens. Copies of 


wide distribution by the chamber of commerce, (General) 


— e 


= 
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School Community Program 


A school system embarked on an intensive program called “Know Your 
Community In a Big Way.” Among the events of a five-week program was 
a song and dance festival, with dances native to the ancestries of the student 
group, including a Hawaiian dance performed by a Javanese girl. The 
costumes were authentic. Pupils themselves were responsible for much of 
the training. At a Р. Т. A. meeting the following week, the community pre- 
sented its formal request for a new building with expanded facilities to its 
representative on the board of education. Thirty-four different community 
organizations sent representatives or delegations to this conference. The 
third week celebrated the Norwegian Independence Day. Plays, dancing, 
and community singing were enjoyed. The guest of honor was a Norwegian. 
A play by the faculty was the feature of the fourth week. Closing the inten- 
sive community program was a celebration of Irish Night, sponsored by the 


Gaelic Advisory Board of the night school. Without giving undue impor- 
this school system emphasized the desirability 


tance to any special group, 
(General) 


of each contribution to American culture. 


Social Agencies Council 


The Council of Social Agencies, of which the Board of Education is a 
member, keeps an up-to-date index of all families which have been active 
with any social agency in our village. When a pupil in school needs coun- 
seling the case is referred to one of our visiting teachers who in turn con- 
sults the index at the Council of Social Agencies preliminary to doing any 
work with the pupil. This clearance reduces duplication and resulting con- 
fusion especially from the point of view of the pupil being studied. 

(General) 


What Parents Can Do 

ward all people. Attitudes are as 
nfluenced by the attitudes of their 
rents sometimes are repeated by 
toward all individuals are also 
the four-page leaflet entitled 


“Good citizens have right attitudes to 
much caught as taught, and children are i 
Parents, Disparaging remarks made by pa 
children and friendly attitudes of parents 
Copied.” These statements were discussed in 


Human-Relations published recently by our school system. It describes the 
Progress made in a program for better human relations launched by the 


Community educational council which is composed of a group of faculty 
members who meet with the superintendent to consider policies and practices. 
eachers’ study groups, publications, and descriptions of pupils’ school ac- 
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tivities attest to the attention given to human relations in this school system. 


(General) 
Educational Display 


During National Education Week the Teachers’ Public Relations Com- 
mittee arranged with a local merchant to place an exhibit in his show win- 
dow. The display illustrated the contrast between the old and the new in 
education, and interested citizens contributed all sorts of souvenirs of our 
town’s early schools, including books, 
photographs, and even an authentic desk occupied by an appropriately 


garbed store dummy. To contrast with this quaintness was а! 
newest books, maps, 


citizens. Ап appro 
modern youth. 


copybooks, lessons, report cards, 


n array of the 
and other equipment being used in educating modern 
priately garbed store dummy also characterized the 


(General) 


Hitch-hiking Problem Solved 


little more than encourage the drive, 


(General) 
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Educational Council 


The Educational Council meets with the superintendent to consider school 
problems. The council has no legislative power, but its purpose is two-fold. 
It gives the staff and community an opportunity to present problems for 
consideration and it helps to keep the administration in touch with the 
thinking of the faculty and community. (General) 


Good Citizenship Visualized 


The Teachers Association and the P. T. A. jointly sponsored and financed 
the visual education department’s production of a movie based on a series 
of colored pictures showing un-rehearsed scenes in the citizenship program 
of school life. This educational film was entitled “The Fourth R,” by 
which civic Responsibility was meant. The school camera club, script writers’ 
club, and other town organizations assisted in the development of this film 
and the script written for it. Following the school shots of citizenship train- 
ing there were film sequences showing the functioning town organizations 
such as the major civic associations, welfare associations, board of educa- 
tion and township committee. The purpose of the film is to show how train- 
ing for civic responsibility at school prepares youth for assuming civic 
responsibilities in community living. (General) 


Public Support Enlisted 


A teachers’ club, in a drive for better schools, carried on a public rela- 
tions program. Service clubs such as the American Legion were asked to 
sponsor oratorical and research contests on American history. Downtown 
merchants were encouraged to participate during National Education Week 
by setting up original displays showing their concepts of education from the 
standpoint of their business. A forum was held in the evening so that parents 
could attend. The picture, “Wild Boys of the Road,” was shown, and all 
participated in a discussion of the educational implications. (General) 


Youth Center Sponsorship 

The success of a youth center seems to depend upon the leadership of 
some adult or group of adults who, working together with the young people, 
encourage them to assume responsibility and set their own standards. These 
adults are usually laymen, members of civic organizations. Planning with 
the school, they take responsibility for administering the center. 


Swing Inn was started last September by one of the parents who wanted 
the high-school boys and girls to have some sort of recreation center. The 
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parent spoke to one of the local lodges and it agreed to the permanent use 
of one of its rooms. This parent then secured from the Guidance Counselor 
a list of about fifty students, representing a cross section of the school, and 
called them to a general meeting. Everyone agreed that the idea was good 
and that such an organization would be wholeheartedly supported by the 
students, Officers were elected and since then it has been run entirely by 
the young people with parent cooperation. 


Membership requirements include residence in the community and grade 
level nine to twelve. Students who atten 


d high schools other than our own 
or private schools, 


but who live in our community, are eligible. 


One of the greatest problems was raising money to get things under way 
It was decided to sell membership tickets at $1.00 for one year. Donations 
from parents for the furnishings have been greatly appreciated, but the 
main source of income still comes directly from the members. 


, the membership elected committee 
heads, Е rtment had one or two young people 
take complete charge of securing and 
One person headed the committee on the 
other members also helped. 

The membership decided that Swin 
from 3:30 to 5:00 (except for Sund 
to 12:30. Parents acted as hostesses 


g Inn should be open every afternoon 
ay) and on Saturday night from 8:30 
and сһарегопв. 


Inn is not in ап 


Swing У way connected with the school, but the school 
has helped in advertising 1 


its various activities on the school radio and the 
bulletin board. (Secondary) 
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International Club 


The community and the school have worked together on international 
problems. Our international club as a group has joined United Nations 
Youth, which is affiliated with the American Association for the United Na- 
tions. Through the club, and as members of the senior classes in United 
States history, many of our students went to the three lectures which were a 
part of our local adult forum series. They set up a table in the lobby where 
citizens coming to the lectures could get information and literature on the 
United Nations. Through our international club much interest has been 
shown on international problems. (Secondary) 


Social Civic Facts Discovered 


Several high school classes in social science, English, and science col- 
laborated, with teacher guidance, in analyzing and interpreting a report of 
the city planning commission. The study was particularly useful to the 
entire high-school group and their families because of zoning provisions that 
had ‘aroused intense local feeling. 


In another high school the students made a survey with the help of the 
teacher, of the recreational needs of the city and worked with adult groups 
in developing a scheme which was adopted by the city council. Practices of 
this type help students to discover the basic facts, laws, and customs of our 
society: (Secondary) 


Leisure-time Activity 


This year the bank sent major league baseball tickets to the school. Two 
of these tickets were awarded to my English class. On the basis of citizen- 
ship the classs elected one boy and one girl to receive the tickets. With 
television and school sports playing such a prominent part in the community 
life, the girls as well as the boys are exceptionally sports-minded in this 
section of the country. The bank’s generosity was greatly appreciated since 
sports interests are as necessary for the building of citizens as the more 
formal part of education. , (Secondary) 


Recordings Help All to Share 


In studying crime, our social science class was anxious to get first-hand 
information from wardens, sheriffs, and law-enforcement agencies. Since it 
was difficult for the classes to go to these sources, speakers were asked to 
come to the school. Because of conflicting schedules, they could not speak 
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to all the students at the same time, so their talks were recorded for the 
benefit of those who could not hear the speakers in person. Some of the 
students visited local officials, investigated their duties, and made reports 


to the class. (Secondary) 


Mayor Installs Officers 


The mayor of our town always comes to the high school to install the 
newly elected student council officers. This has become a wholesome tradi- 
tion in our school. (Secondary) 


Census Survey Aided by Students 


Township officials secured the cooperation of the ninth-grade social studies 
classes and took an unofficial census of the town. Each home was contacted 
personally or by telephone. This survey helped to ascertain the number of 


children of pre-school age, so that the school board might better provide 
for increases in staff and equipment. 


(Secondary) 


Resource File! 


Realizing the contributions which adults in the community may make 
through their vocational and avocational interests, a resource committee keeps 
a file of information of such nature in the principal’s office. This file of 
resources is valuable for first-hand knowledge on vocations and possible 
contacts for placement. One school system has gathered information with 


orange-colored cards listing human resources and yellow-colored cards list- 
ing material resources, (General) 


1A special report, “Fifty Teachers to a Classroom,” written by a special Metropolitan 
School Study Council Committee, gives complete data on variations and refinements of 
this outstanding practice. 
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